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• NEWS SCENE * 


Manitoba Natives work towards self-government 

by Brian Savage 


Manitoba Natives will be the first Aboriginal 
people to leave behind the constraints of the 
Indian Affairs Department and the cost will be in 
excess of $5 million over two and a half years. 

The figure comes from a report prepared for the 
Manitoba chiefs. 

Funding by the federal government on the self- 
government initiative has been almost quadru¬ 
pled from its first offer of $600,000. 

A consultant’s report estimated costs of hold¬ 
ing discussions with the communities of the 
sixty-plus bands in the province at over $1 mil¬ 
lion. 

Alberta Native News discussed developments 
with Robert Wavey, Executive Director of the 
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, who touched on 
the consultant’s report in his opening remarks. 

“We recently had a meeting (in April) with all 
the chiefs to critique the document, regarding 
the dismantling of the (Indian Affairs) Depart¬ 
ment... Basically we were told to make sure 
there was proper and adequate consultation with 
the grassroots." 

Wavey says the process is more complex than 
many think. 

“It’s not just the dismantling of the Depart¬ 
ment, it’s a transfer or assumption of the juris¬ 
dictions of the department. Dismantling the de¬ 
partment for the most part in most of the prov¬ 
inces is complete. Whatever remains of the de¬ 
partment is in terms of the fiduciary responsibil¬ 
ity and authority. 

“The major initiative for us is to identify how to 
assume those powers and jurisdictions. 1 guess 
wo’d look at the Indian Act, is it necessary to 
replace the whole act, reword it, or amend it? 
What structure do we need in Manitoba to as¬ 
sume those powers? The basic thing for us is the 
recognition of inherent rights and defining areas 
in which our people think we should be in con¬ 
trol." 

Wavey says it was the Manitoba chiefs who 
npproached the Indian Affairs Department for 
thiB project and though he acknowledges a fear if 



the self-government process fails or stumbles, 
Wavey feels staying with the status quo is worse. 

“At the end of the day if we find we’re not happy 
with what we’re finding, we may decide to not 
pursue it, but it’s up to the individual communi¬ 
ties to pursue the powers they need.” While 
the process is a quest for definition, Wavey feels 
that “organizationally” things are already in 
place where “initial powers, programs, services 
and jurisdictions" could be assumed. 

As for deadlines, Wavey says his organization 
is trusting the Liberals and the promises made in 
their Red Book of each Native group proceeding 
at their own speed. According to Wavey Grand 
Chief Phil Fontaine has set three years for the 
hoped-for completion of the project. “We’ve given 
ourselves a target date but if we haven’t achieved 
it well keep on going.” 

He adds that the Assembly has been “inun¬ 
dated” by letters and calls by those wishing to 
express their concerns. 

“One thing the ChiefB are considering is setting 
aside a day for all the groups who want to make 
a presentation to voice their concerns. Their 
views are welcomed, good, bad or indifferent.” 

The chiefs plan to meet again in early June. 


In appreciation ol the Elders — they protected the 
Native heritage so that the spirit could flourish, 
from 
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Briefs from Parliament Hill 


Lacrosse joins hockey as national sport 

Lacrosse, along with hockey, will officially become Canada's national sports, following a vote 
in the House of Commons April 27. Originally, the House was asked to approve only hockey as 
a national sport, but was convinced that lacrosse, created by Aboriginals, should be included. "Is 
it not long past time for Canadians to realise the cultural contribution of our first people.' asked 
Daphne Jennings, the MP for Mission-Coquitlam. in supporting the inclusion of lacrosse. She 
noted that when hockey was becoming popular in the late 1800s. the concept of goal posts, cent re 
faceoff, referees and the position names for its players were borrowed from lacrosse. *1 am told 
that the Creator gave lacrosse to our Native people,' said Jennings. 

AFN hiring practice criticized 

The AFN’s hiring of the wife of the head of the Commons committee on Aboriginal Affairs is 
being criticized. Reformer John Duncan said the AFN is trying to gain favour with the Liberal 
government by hiring Mary-Anne Kirkby as a media relations officer Her husband Gordon is 
chairperson of the Aboriginal Affairs Committee. The hiring of the woman has also been 
criticized by some Native leaders in Manitoba and Ontario who said the AFN should be trying 
to hire Native people rather than non-Aboriginals. However, Prime Minister Jean Chretien told 
the House that ‘In our society a member of Parliament is a member of Parliament and the career 
of his or her spouse should not be affected by the status of a member of Parliament.' 

Cree leader awarded environmental prize 

Matthew Coon Come, the chief of Quebec's Cree, has won the Goldman Environmental Prize, 
worth $60,000 U.S., for his defence of Cree lands affected by the James Bay hydro-electric 
project. In receiving the award in New York recently, Coon Come said the award belongs to the 
Cree elders. The cancellation of an agreement by New York to buy power from the James Bay 
project was credited to Coon Come’s efforts. The project is located on Cree lands in Quebec. 

Conference aimed at improving business climate 

Leaders of the Aboriginal business community met with representatives of the non-Aboriginal 
private sector April 21 at a one-day conference called Doing Business with Aboriginal Canada 
Federal Industry Minister John Manley said his department’s support of 
the conference is an effort to improve the business climate for Canadian 
Aboriginal entrepreneurs. He said the conference would result in “a very 
timely examination of the critical need to create stronger partnerships 
among Aboriginal people, corporate Canada and governments of everyi 
jurisdiction.' “ 

Appointments to Cree-Naskapi Commission 
announced 

Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin has announced the re-appointmento 
of Robert Kanatewat as a member of the Cree-Naskapi Commission and 
Justice Rejean F. Paul as its chairman. The commission is an independ¬ 
ent body whose mandate is to prepare a report every two years on the 
implementation of the Cree-Naskapi Act. It also has the power t 
investigate complaints dealing with the Act, approved in 1984 
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Davis Inlet Innu agree 
to 14-point plan 

by Art Babych 

A 14-point agreement has been signed in Davis 
Inlet pledging $4.3 million to a relocation plan 
for the troubled Innu community. The total coat 
of the move, not expected to ta ke place for aeveral 
years, is estimated at $80 million. 

Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin viaited the 
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community April 27 and signed the agreement 
that was welcomed by the Mushuau of Davis 
Inlet. 

TTie Innu ha ve accepted the government's state¬ 
ment of political commitments which will, they 
said, advance the settlement of land claims, self- 
government aspirations and the relocation to 
Sango Bay, about 11 kilometres away, among 
other things. 

Irwin said he was pleased the Innu accepted 
the proposal. This is an important breakthrough 
because it allows us to forge ahead with the 
tremendous amount of work to be done to sup¬ 
port the spiritual and social renewal of the 
Mushuau Innu as well as the physical relocation 
of their community." 

Irwin called the statement a "comprehensive 
and practical plan which we believe will meet the 
immediate and long-term concerns of the people 
of Davis Inlet." 

The northern community became the focus of 
attention last year when several youths at¬ 
tempted to kill themselves by inhaling gasoline 
fumes. The situation brought to light the Third 
World conditions which the Innu at Davis Inlet 

The agreement with the federal government 
“gives us hope," said Chief Simeon Tshakapesh. 
“With this statement we can now look forward to 
the future." 

Tshakapesh said the community is hopeful 
that the implementation of the government’s 
commitments "will be the beginning ofa new and 
respectful relationship between Canada and the 

Under the agreement, more than half of the 
allocated money - $2.2 million - is for emergency 
services. The remainder of the contribution is to 
be directed at such things as community plan¬ 
ning and technical studies for the proposed new 
site of the community. 

Irwin and several Innu leaders also signed six 
agreements worth $2.67 million that will imple¬ 
ment the funding arrangements for this year for 
some of the government’s commitments under 




the plan. 

Irwin said the contribution agreements enable 
the department to provide the Innu with funding 
for emergency services, the development of a 
comprehensive community plan, technical stud- 
ies to assess the site at little Sango Pond and 
support for outpost activities as well as partici¬ 
pation funding. 

The Minister of Health has already signed an 
agremement with the Innu to provide funding for 
a community-based substance abuse treatment 
program. 

Accepting the government's statement to move 
ahead on several areas were Tshakapesh. 
She8hatshiu Innu Council Chief Gregory Andrew 
and Innu Nation President Peter Penashue. 

On the government side, the signatories to the 
federal statement included Irwin, Health Minis¬ 
ter Diane Marleau, Justice Minister Allan Rock 
and Government House Leader and Solicitor 


General Herb Gray. 
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Milton Born With A Tooth 
may get sentencing circle 


by Brian Savage 

Defence lawyer Karen Gainer has told Alberta 
Nath* News she is hopeful that a Native sentenc- j 
ing circle will decide the punishment of Peigan 
activist Milton Bom With A Tooth for his 1990 
protest actions as a Peigan Lonefighter. 

*1 applied that sentencing would proceed with 
a sentencing circle and the Crown is in agree¬ 
ment, but the Crown wants to be able to put some 
background to the judge before he makes a deci¬ 
sion as to whether it is appropriate in this case or 
not,’ says Gainer. 

On May 30 Reg Crowshoe of the Peigan Cul- 



‘Obviouslv I believe we 
should spend more time 
with the individual person 
but it tends to be a merry- 
go-round or too atmos¬ 
phere in provincial courts 
with a docket of 70 or 80 
people. It's easy to see 
what’s going to happen.’ 

Gainer is on record as 
saying she plans to appeal 
the final court decision. 

The biggest concern I 
had,’ says Gainer, ’was 
with the jury and when 
jury came back and 
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tural Renewal Movement will explain before said they had a verdict. The procedure is to 
Justice Willis O'Leary exactly what is involved each individual juror whether they agree with 
with a sentencing circle the verdict, and when they got to juror number 


Crown prosecutor William Pickney told the three she broke down and said, 1 don't know. This 
justice the decision would be "precedent setting" woman is an Aboriginal and said through her 
but that the Crown had ’no argument’ in hearing tears, you guys just don't understand, 
the case for the sentencing circle. ‘I eaid this was a hung jury. It s clear this 

Gainer said that the meeting would be an woman hasn t agreed, and secondly to make 
-information session’ for the judge. them continue to deliberate you have breached 

"He (Justice O'Leary) would, upon hearing the the privacy of the jury room — we know what s 
mechanics, make a decision whether or not to going on.” , , . , 

have a sentencing circle, where it would take According to Gainer the decision was made for 

Diace and who would sit on it.’ Ultimately the more deliberations and the lawyer for the Native 
sentencing date has been set at September 8 in activist feels that after four nights of discussion 
Calgary based on either the traditional sentenc- the other jurors may have exerted some form or 
ing process or the sentencing circle. pressure on the Native juror to change her mind, 

Sentencing circles would be comprised of the which she did. after the jury returned 75 minutes 
defendant, the judge, band elders, and could also later. ... 4 , 

include the victims, such as the government "She came back and agreed. It s not fair to put 
workers and the RCMP officers at the site of the herin tl )“t position.’ 

nfife After four nights of deliberation, Gainer had 

Gainer feels that the sentencing circle offers entertained hopes of an acquittal for her client 
potential for better communication between Na- who was convicted on two charges of obstruction 
lives and the justice system but there are prob- and three charges related to weapons offences, 
lems that must be met All the charges stem from clashes in 1990 be- 

-There are a lot of sentencing circles in north- tween the Peigan Lonefighters and •~n.tn.c- 
em Alberta and remote communities,’ says the tion crew working on the Oldman River dam 1 he 
defence lawyer, “but it becomes more problem- Peigans believe sacred land will be destroyed by 
atic in the bigger centers, and one of the problems the dam construction , 

raised is that it takes a great deal of time to deal The trial is the second for Bom With A Tooth, 
with the individual offender If you impose that after the initial verdict was tossed out by the 
kind of time on the courts in the big city it will Alberta Court of Appeal. The second tnal also 
slow things down. You really have to balance Continued on Page 21 
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Holt Renfrew bagged by 
boycott pressure 

To avert a major storefront demonstration. Holt Renfrew Canada has 
joined the boycott of Daishowa-Marubeni International rDMIi paper 
products. The boycott protests DMI's plans to clear-cut the unceded 
territories of the Lubicon LakeOree Nation of northern Alberta. Forty-five 
companies with over 4,300 retail outlets have decided not U> buy DMI, 
including A&W, KFC, and The Body Shop. 

In an April 24th fax to the Toronto-based Lubicon support group Friends 
of the Lubicon, Lynn JollilTe, a Holt Renfrew Senior Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer, stated that "Holt Renfrew hasadvised Rosenbloom 
(their paper bag supplier! that it will require its bags in the future to be 
assembled by a company other than Daishowa." 

The fax was received shortly after Friends of the Lubicon announced a 
protest rally targeting Holt’s prestigious Toronto flagship store. In light of 
Holt’s decision, Lubicon supporters cancelled the picket 
But the Lubicon battle with DMI continues. The Lubicon have been 
fighting for a land rights settlement for over 50 years. Already reeling from 
the devastating effects of massive oil and gas exploitation on their unceded 
traditional territory, the Lubicon sec clearcut logging as a death warrant 
for their small, besieged community 
In November 1991, Friends of the Lubicon launced a Canada-wide 
boycott of Daishowa paper products, joining Daishowa boycotters in 
Europe, Asia and Australia. The purpose is to pressure DMI to make a 
clear, unequivocal and public commitment not to log or buy wood cut on 
unceded Lubicon land until a land rights settlement is concluded, and a 
timber harvesting agreement, respecting Lubicon wildlife and environ¬ 
mental concerns, is negotiated. Since 1991, Daishowa has been forced to 
abort logging plans for Lubicon land three years in a row due to public 
pressure from companies like Holt Renfrew making the decision to drop 
Daishowu and so support the Lubicon fight for their land rights. 
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U.S. Natives praise Clinton for meeting 


by Ryan Edwards 

Indian leaders in the United States praised U.S. President Bill 
Clinton after he held an historic and unprecedented meetingat the end 
of April. Clinton met with more than 300 Native leaders, and discussed 
a wide range of their concerns. 

The Indians said that the meeting marked an opportunity to start 
undoing centuries of hostility. 

Clinton had invited leaders of each ofthe 547 tribes recognized by the 
federal government. A total of 322 representatives attended, with 
many tribes not having enough money to send somebody — a circum¬ 
stance which Clinton said underscored the importance of the work 
facing his government and the Natives. 

At the meeting, Clinton issued a directive that called on his admin¬ 
istration to treat the 647 Indian tribes with the same deference that is 
given to state governments. The Los Angeles Times reports that 
Clinton also signed two executive memoranda. One establishes proce¬ 
dures for safeguarding Indian autonomy on tribal lands, and the other 
protects the use of eagle feathers for ceremonial procedures. 

Clinton also stated a commitment to ensuring better relations 
between Indian governing bodies and the federal and state govern¬ 
ments. As well, he said, the federal government would put forth more 
effort to encourage economic development in Native communities. 

Gaiashkibos, chair of the Lac Courts Oreilles Chippewa ofWisconsin 
was quoted by the Los Angeles Times as saying, “It has taken the U.S. 
and the Indian nations 200 years to come to the point where we can 
begin to deal with one another as sovereign nations. A new day has 
begun.' Donald Sampson, chair of the Umatilla tnbal board of trus¬ 
tees, praised Clinton for his “open attempt to speak directly to tribal 
leaders. That hasn’t happened ever.' 
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Wanuskewin — A meeting 
place for 6,000 years 

by Del Sty 

For over 6,000 years people of the Northern Plains returned to the 
Opimihaw Creek Valley to take advantage of its shelter, its abundant 
game and its fresh water. People came for berries, to take part in the 
buffalo hunt, and to tell winter stories around winter fires. In the summer, 
they camped above the valley and took advantage of the cooling summer 
breezes. But about 120 years ago, with the onset of the reserve system. 
Indian people stopped coming to this valley, what is now known as the 
Wanuskewin Heritage Park. 

Opimihaw Valley is 
once again a place for 
Indian People to wor¬ 
ship and celebrate. It's 
a place for story-tell¬ 
ing, for tipis, and for 
buffalo meat. It is a 
site and centre unpar¬ 
alleled in North 
America. 

Wanuskewin Herit¬ 
age Park is an inter¬ 
pretive centre devoted 
to the culture of the 
Northern Plains Indian 
people. It is situated 
on the South Saskatch¬ 
ewan River a few min- 
utes north of L 
Saskatoon. It consists 
of nineteen diverse 
"pre-contact- archaeo¬ 
logical sites in the 
Opimihaw Valley area. 
Over 300 acres in size, 
the park contains all 
the sites common to 
Plains Indian culture, 
including buffalo 
jumps, a medicine 
wheel, and camp sites 
dating back 6,000 
years. 

The park has carefully laid-out walking trails, outdoor display and 

performance areas, and a visitor's centre with gift-shop, restaurant, 
theatres, an art gallery, and artifacts gallery. 

The centre also contains an archaeology laboratory operated by the 
University of Saskatchewan Department of Archaeology and Anthropol¬ 
ogy. 

The land is owned by the Wanuskewin Heritage Park Corporation and 
operates the facilities in association with another corporate body, 
Wanuskewin Indian Heritage Inc. 

The story of Wanuskewin began 13 years ago when people sought to 
conserve, educate and entertain in the ways of the Northern Plains Indian 
people. Wanuskewin Indian Heritage Inc. (WTH1) is a First Nation 
organization that represents the interests of the First Nations people 
linked to the park. _ 

Board members of 
WIH1 come from In¬ 
dian cultures all across 
Saskatchewan. 

The role of WIHI is 
paramount in all cul¬ 
tural matters, which 
even included the aes¬ 
thetic and spiritual 
design of the visitor's 
centre building. The 
programs offered, the 
matters of language, 
the undertaking of cer¬ 
emonial activities, all 
of these issues are re¬ 
solved by the WIHI 
board of directors, not 
by Park officials. 

There is no doubt 
that the Park could 
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C-31 ’s change name—say Gov’t will not talk 


by John Copley 

On March 10,1993 when Edmontonians Russell 
White, Joe Collin*, Judy Collin*, Joe Callihoo 
and Ivan Okimaw *at together to *ign the Cer¬ 
tificate of Incorporation for their new organiza¬ 
tion, the Bill C-31 A**ociation of Alberta, they 
probably didn't realize the magnitude of prob¬ 
lem* they would face in their quest to attain an 
identity that would be accepted by everyone - 
including both provincial and federal govern¬ 
ment* and their funding agencies 
And lately that struggle ha* taken on new 
road* of despair - and even though the Grand 
Chief of the asaociation, Kuaaell White, ha* at¬ 
tended many meeting*, debated numerous oppo¬ 
nent* and unleashed continual accusation* 
against government* and their practice*, he nay* 
improvement ha* been minimal. 

At their most recent meeting, held this month 
at the Canadian Native Friendship Centre in 
Edmonton, White and hi* group voted to change 
the name of the association. In a unanimous 
decision taken from the 28-member delegation 
present, the name has been changed to the 
Nehiyow Association of Alberta. Nehiyow is the 
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Cree word for "the people*. 

-Because," says White, “that's what this or¬ 
ganization is all about - it’s about people - our 
people." 

White, who called the meeting after dispatch¬ 
ing a pres* release that accused one government 
of neglect and the other of interference, say* too 
many labels attached to Native people by "gov¬ 
ernment bureaucrats have produced a society 
that is uncertain of its future’ and embarrassed 
by its past. And, say* White, to add insult to 
injury neither Mike Cardinal, the province's 
Minister of Social Services, nor Ron Irwin, the 
federal government's Minister of Indian Affairs, 
"even has the courtesy to call me or to answer my 
many messages All we want to do is sit and talk 
-we're not going to the ministers with nothing to 

The Nehiyow Association leader said it was an 
especially bitter disappointment not getting a 
meeting with Cardinal, his special assistantTom 
Ghostkeeper or the Alberta Native Affairs Ex¬ 
ecutive Director Cliff Supemault - who are them¬ 
selves, Native people. 

"When our own people tum their backs on us 
something is terribly wrong," Russell added, 
saying that even now he would give Cardinal the 
benefit of the doubt because he "suspect/s) that 
my efforts to meet with the minister are being 
blocked by his aides.* 

White also accused the fed's of ignoring his 
pleas for a get-together. 

"Irwin talks about self-government but he won’t 
even meet to discuss our plans for developing 
self-government for the C-31 Indians of Alberta. 
We were created by legislation developed by his 
department and we are his responsibility. We 
believe we can help him fulfil that responsibil¬ 
ity" 

Although Mike Cardinal’s office was unavail¬ 
able by phone, it was a little easier to get hold of 
Ken Kirby, the Regional Director of the federal 
government's Department of Indian Affairs. 

Mis communications director, Marcel 
Pronovost, explained that “the problem right 
now is the court case between the Sa wridge Band 
(Wulter Twinn is challenging the validity of the 
Bill-C31 amendment to the Indian Act) and the 
federal government. Until a decision is made in 
that case it will be difficult to implement new 
plans for the Bill C-31 people * He did add that 
regardless of that particular situation, Ken Kirby 
would meet with Russell and his group if they 
called and made an appointment. 

According to Kirby, there is little he can offer at 
the moment. 

"The thing you have to understand is that there 
isn't much we can do for now. This particular 
group doesn't fall within our mandate and until 
it does’ the responsibility lies elsewhere. 
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Kirby says that there are numerous roads for 
Russell to take. And he says, the Nehiyow leader 
isn’t the only one who is claiming to represent 
Bill C-31 people in Alberta. 

Kirby suggests that Russell have his members 
contact the groups that are currently exploring 
the self-government issue. 

"One of the main aspects of self-government,” 
says Kirby, “is to determine exactly how status, 
off-reserve Indians and the Metis people" will fit 
into the system. 

He suggests that those in Russell’s group who 
currently live on the reserve get in contact with 
Department of Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin, 
who heads up a committee that is trying to 
determine just how self-government will best be 
implemented. 

And, for those who are classified as off-reserve 
Indians - they can contact Native Affaire Inter¬ 
locutor Ann McLellan who is also the MP for 
Edmonton East. 

Kirby implied that the best thing for Russell 
and his group to do at this time, would be to 
become a part of the process by involving them¬ 
selves in the committees trying to finalize the 
self-government issue. 

There are organizations in place now that are 
set up to deal with BU1-C31 Indians and just 
about everyone says the same thing. Make what 
you have available work. Speak with other groups 
and gain support. Get involved in a positive way. 
And instruct the people to do likewise. 
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Legends of We Sak E Chak Featured 


by Heather Andrews Miller 
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*We are really excited about the traditional dinner our guests will enjoy, 
as well. Buffalo Bourgmon Pasquow Mustus Mechimapoi is the featured 
entree on the menu and bannock, corn chowder and berry salad will be 
included as well." says Campiou. The banquet will be topped up with 
When the White Braid Society hosts its twentieth anniversary gala Saskatoon Berry Pie with Coulis. 
dinner on June 10. 1994 at Edmonton's Convention Centre, guests will be The White Braid Society has long been recognized for its efforts in 
treated to a spectacular evening. promoting Aboriginal culture world-wide. "This special event will recog- 

•History will be retold with the newly-created stage production of the nize that contribution and will encourage us to reach out even further with 
legend of We Sak E Chak. This is a premiere performance featuring the our goals." says Campiou. 

White Braid Dancers, and choreography is by Billy Brittain, who is also a For more information on the Twentieth Anniversary Gala Dinner and 
renowned hoop dancer," says Martha Campiou. The theatre production Premiere Performance, call White Braid at 423-1744. 
will tell the story of a legendary trickster who teaches lessons with a moral 
and who encourages us to carry on our culture, she says. 

As president of the White Braid Society, Campiou says these teachings 
reflect the goal of the Society. “White Braid has been active for over 20 
years, promoting Indian culture through song, music and dance at the 
community, provincial and international level," Campiou adds. As well, 
many hours have been donated by Society members to promote a healthy 
life-style which is free of substance abuse, and filled with pride in our 
Native culture, she says. 

Other featured events throughout the evening include dancing to the 
music of well-known Aboriginal entertainer Laura Vinson and her Free 
Spirit Band. And the ever-popular singer Art Napoleon will entertain 
throughout the dinner hour, including Cree folk ballads in his repertoire. 

Host for the evening is the versatile Dale Auger, artist and story teller 
“A silent auction of donated art and craft work of high quality will be 
conducted throughout the evening as well," says Campiou. "The object of 
the evening is to raise funds for a pow wow to be held on August 20 and 21 
The pow wow, with the location as yet undecided, will bring recognition to 
past members. 

Long-range plans for the Society include the obtaining of a permanent 
facility for the White Braid Society, who now operate from small quarters 
near the downtown area which provide office space and a retail outlet. 

Fund-raising for this project is also on-going. 

“A highlight of the evening will be the presentation of honour awards to 
members and supporters who have given us their time and dedication over 
the years," says Campiou. The awards will be given in the name of 
Christine Daniels, founder of the White Braid Society, Daniel Minde and 
his family, to whom we owe the name of the Society, and Lloyd Auger, who 
will be recognized as Elder and will be in attendance for the evening. 

Wanuskewin 


1-800-263-3673 


Call Terry Baron or Grant Miller 
(Res.) 632-2797 (Res.) 464-52S3 || 

For FREE Credit Checks 

Vegreville Ford Mercury 

6106 - 50th Avenue, Vegreville, AB 
Call, Visit or Fax 632-3152 



Continued from Page 7 

this approach. It is a matter of guardianship. Fur¬ 
thermore, virtually all members of the staff are 
Aboriginal in their ancestry, and they alone can 
interpret the culture of the Northern Plains peoples. 

At this point Canadian Parks Service is using 
Wanuskewin as the model for projects involving 
Aboriginal site development in Canada because the 
park provides some unique elements of understanding, including the 
primacy of Indian leadership in the partnership and the exclusive use of 
Native people to interpret the subtleties of culture. 

The park can change the way people view Canadian history, especially 
the cultures and communities of the continent’s first societies. It in a place 
where Cree can be heard as often as English, where Indian customs and 
cultures predominate. It is a place for people of diverse cultures to meet 
and begin the process of understanding each other through science, 
culture, and an amazing array of art and artifacts. 
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Audits criticize for 
lax procedures 


by James Martin 

An audit conducted by the accounting firm of 
Deloitte and Touche on behalf of the federal 
government ha* confirmed their fear* of huge 
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amount* of missing and unaccounted money on 
the part of the Metis Nation of Saskatchewan 
(MNS). 

Over $1 million cannot be accounted for but 
Gerald Morin, president of the MNS defended 
his organization at a press conference and noted 
that nowhere in the report did it allege funds 
were misappropriated. 

MNS lost control of its funding because it 
“focused on the larger political picture,” said 
Morin. “That waB a heck of a lot of work. To a 
large extent, we ignored those (accounting proce¬ 
dure) issues (but) we are going to have to focus a 
lot on those administrative and financial issues.” 

Saskatchewan Justice Minister Bob Mitchell, 
head of the Native and Metis Secretariat, was 
quoted in the media as saying the audit revealed 
“quite serious" shortcomings at the MNS. espe¬ 
cially by the lock of a decision on the part of the 
accounting firm based on the confused records, 
regarding whether or not the Metis group was 
abiding by its funding obligations. 

In the lust two years, the MNS has received 
over $2.5 million from the province and Ottawa. 

The accounting firm discovered such financial 
chaos thut Don Gass, a senior partner at Deloitte 
and Touche declared, ”we have serious concerns 
regarding the internal control environment which 
exists at the Metis Society.” The accounting firm 
has given a list of the missing documents to the 
MNS for review 

An immediate change will be the installation of 
a trustee in the MNS office to oversee future 
financial transactions and the Justice Depart¬ 
ment will be conducting investigations. 
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The audit revealed missing documents for such 
amounts as $152,000 in expenditures for the 
first 10 months last year; $746,000 in expendi¬ 
tures between 1992 and 1993; transferring al¬ 
most $600,000 to other programs; irregular and 
inappropriate (according to the auditor) expense 
account claims. 

However, the MNS is not alone in its financial 


Bands are “non-compliant simply because they 
are not equipped to respond to the department's 
requests. They do not have the systems or skills 
to support sound financial or other manage¬ 
ment,” says the report, which finds 80 percent of 
the groups filed late financial statements with 
another 20 percent who had no statement from 
their auditor included in their filing. 

This was only one of a number of audits con¬ 
ducted by the federal government to share with 
Canadians, on “how their tax dollars are being 
spent,” and “the efficiency and effectiveness of 


those policies and programs,” said Indian Affairs 
Minister Ron Irwin. 

Another audit indicated many Indian bands, 
contrary to the Indian Act, collected revenue 
from the leasing or sale of their lands them¬ 
selves, without allowing the money to come first 
to the federal government. 

The report stated “there are a numberof bands 
in the regions collecting revenues contrary to 
the Indian Act," and that the government should 
look at changing the present laws to "minimize 
legal exposure” by the Indian Affairs depart¬ 
ment and “to clarify the band’s right to collect 


revenues. 
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Speaking Out 


First Nations must regain self-reliance 

by Pat Baxter 


-Economic devastation of our communities is 
imminent!" Increasingly this belief is being voiced 
by more and more of our people. At issue is the 
disastrous impact on our communities resulting 
from the Revenue Canada's proposed changes to 
the off-reserve taxation rights of Aboriginal peo¬ 
ple. Aboriginal businesses, many of whom have 
been encouraged to develop through government 
support, will now be ruined because of another 
government "about face". 

Most of our communities are too small to sup¬ 
port viable businesses; they need to supplement 
their client base from off-reserve. The main rea¬ 
son they were able to attract off-reserve custom¬ 
ers is because of the tax advantages which an 
Aboriginal business could offer. Now all that is 
going to disappear if Revenue Canada has its 

Instead of advantages our business commu¬ 
nity will have to cope with severe disadvantages 
because it is going to have to compete over great 
distances with non-Aboriginal businesses. Our 
business community will not be able to stay 
competitive! Government gives all kinds ofbreaks 
to the non-Aboriginal businesses especially those 
in the resource sector. But we don’t count! Typi¬ 
cally, the government in its ever-present arro¬ 
gance has not even bothered to conduct any 
studies to assess the impact its proposed changes 
are going to make! 

What about our brothers and sisters working 
for Aboriginal organizations off-reserve? They 

too will become victims! Surviving on very low 
wages, wages which can't be increased because of 
continual government cut backs — how will they 
continue to provide services to our people? Do we 
have to stay poor forever? Do we have to depend 
on handouts? 

Our ancestors were guaranteed rights includ¬ 
ing tax immunity in exchange for the land and 
resources they gave up. They still talk about how 
these rights were supposed to last, “as long as the 
sun shines and the rivers flow". So why are we 
made to feel so guilty about tax immunity or 
portability of our rights? Have we not already 
given up too much for too little in return? The 
government is not doing us any favours when it 
recognizes our tax immunity; it is only fulfilling 
its obligations. It's extremely upsetting to know 
that somehow most of these rights got lost with 
time and that we are continually being put in the 
position of having to prove that we have those 
rights to the very people who took them away in 
the first place. To be treated as a piece of property 
that is worth something when it is situated on a 
reserve and worthless when moved off reserve is 
an insult to our being. How did we lose so much 
in such a short time? We have to start fighting 
back! After taxation there is nothing left! 

These are some of the issues which brought 
together a number of individuals in Ottawa last 
February. TTie outcome was the formation of the 
Coalition on Aboriginal Inherent Rights and 
Economic Alternatives (CAIRESl. CAIRES is a 
coalition of individuals and off-reserve Aborigi¬ 
nal organizations who feel that they have no 
voice on these critical issues It is time to organ¬ 
ize ourselves in a way which the very' people who 
r lives will not be able to control 



Since government control through its funding 
has been so rampant and devastating to our 
communities. CAIRES has committed itself never 
to accept such government "hand outs" and to 
develop a network of concerned individuals and 
organizations who will be prepared to defend 
their rights For many organizations which are 
recipients of pvernmcnt fimd^.^ 


ity to their membership is not high on their list 
of priorities. CAIRES is commit ted never to fall 
into that trap. Accountability to its membership 
will always be a priority with CAIRES! Our 
organization is grass roots representing grass 
roots interests. 

These issues should be of concern to every 
person of Aboriginal ancestry. We have to fight 
not only for ourselves but for our children. Un¬ 
less we win there will be nothing left for them. 
Join our fight! Join CAIRES! If we let govern¬ 
ment assimilate us through these policies geno¬ 
cide of our people will be the end result . 

Pat Baxter is Chairperson of the Coalition on 
Aboriginal Inherent Rights and Economic Alter 
natwes(CAlRES). For further information about 
CAIRES contact the head office in Brantford at 
ISOO-66S-98S2. 


I AM NOT A PIECE OF PROPERTY 
WHO HAS RIGHTS ONLY WHEN 
I STAND ON A RESERVE! 

THIS IS AN INSULT TO MY VERY 
BEING AND A DENIAL OF My 
HERITAGE! 

JOIN OUR FIGHT! 


My Treaty and Aboriginal Rights Arc Not For Said They cannot be given or taken away by 
the Government of Canada. 

My Treaty and Aboriginal Rights were not a gift from the Government of Canada. They were 
given to our ancestors, “as long as the rivers flow and the gras* grows” in exchango for 
all the land we gave up. 

The Coalition on Aboriginul Inherent Rights and Economic Alternatives (CAIRES) 
was formed in February 1994 to uphold the inherent right that Aboriginal people will not be 
liable to any forms of taxation by the governing bodies of Canada. 


PLEDGE OF SUPPORT FOR THE COALITION ON ABORIGINAL 
INHERENT RIGHTS AND ECONOMIC ALTERNATIVES (CAIRES) 
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Where did those 
traditions go? 

by Del Sty 

In 1986 I was living in Regina, Saskatchewan 
fa place that 1 came to know as the best kept 
secret on the prairies, practically an oasis on the 
desert really), and I had the pleasure of 
fellowshipping with some people of the Cree 
nations. 

One night in March of that year, enjoying the 
first taste of real heat found in springtime, I took 
a drive out the northern escape of the city, and 
just past the city limits I stopped for two hitch- 

" Where you going?” asked the one named Virgil. 
"Nowhere in particular,” I replied. 

■Give us a ride to Punnichy.” 

"Sure.” 

I ended up driving to a Reserve about 60 miles 
north of Regina, and when I got there 1 had to 
ask: "How did you folks wind up here, Virgil? 
You've got the only hill in Saskatchewan!” 

"Well,” Virgil replied, "you see, Del, we ran, 
and we ran, and we ran until we got here, and 
then we turned around with our backs to this hill 
and we said, ‘Come and get us, (expletive de- 
letcd)”.” 

Virgil, his friend and myself, we all laughed at 
the painful truth which was too old to cry over 
any more. 

Virgil's Reserve was a mystifying place to me. 
There was not a road sign anywhere. Upon 
leaving Virgil and his friend (they wished me 
| luck.. .1.1 had to navigate by the stars to find my 
| way out of there, and I was lucky it was a clear 
if moon-less night. 

Two weeks later I met Virgil again and he did 
me a huge favour. He let me in on a bit of the 
mystery in Native culture. After getting to know 
me a little better, Virgil and some members of his 
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family introduced me to the celebration of Pow- 
Wow. 

I remember wending my way through the park¬ 
ing lot, hearing the pounding drums, and think¬ 
ing to myself that it sounds like a major-league 
rock concert happening nearby. Virgil and his 
brother Randy had invited me to the celebration 
of the Goose Moon. 

Day One was my first-ever exposure to this 
spectacle of drumming, dancing and chanting 
Inside the pavillion the circle was composed of at 
least 1,500 people. Competitors came from eve¬ 
rywhere in the western half of North America, 
and the competition was intense. Some of these 
dances seemed to last forever and there was a 
high level of fatigue showing during the later 
dance competitions. It was amazing to see these 
competitors endure the heat and smoke. To 
make things worse for themselves they were 
wearing heavy leather garments. But even as 
day passed into night these dancers found new 
sources of adrenaline and power to respond to 
the chant-giver. Men who I had seen dancing at 
noon were still dancing at nearly full strength at 
midnight when the first day came to a close. 

Furthermore the people inside the pavillion 
that day had made it just about the friendliest 
place I had ever been. So when Virgil asked me 
to join them for Day Two, how could I say no? 

Continued on Page 18 
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In Tribute lo Elders 


ELDERS MEET AT BUFFALO LAKE 

...two day meeting unites Elders in common cause 

by John Copley 


anyone and will not listen to the people they are 
supposed to be representing. We, as Elders, must 
make them listen - for if things continue ns they 
are. we will soon be no better off than we were in 
1939 when the Settlement arrangement first 
1 making meetings with elected came about." 

From across the country the cries of Elders ring officials on the Settlements AstrongvoiceofnpprovalcumefromJoeBlynn, 

out - Elders who say that the old ways must come Poitras is determined that Elders be heard He the coordinator and host for the Buffalo Lake 

back if a culture is to survive and prosper recommended, and received hearty support, that meeting He said that "it was the Elders who 

In a meeting held recently at Buffalo Lake s the Elders from the eight settlements participate settled in this area long before w- “ 

recreation centre, more than thirty Elders met at the annual meeting ti 


input at 


and agreed that their role in the community Prairie on June 23-24. 

i rm_*t » ;r»t : Kikimt'g 70 jpnr nlfi 


o be held in Paddle Metis Settlement and it is because of them that 


prosper - especially after their $310 million at. --S*®----H 

dement has finished being doled out by govern- deserve He said that it waan t only young pohti 
ment in 1997, then things must change quickly **— ,k '“ - - N ""'" 


Kikino’s 70 year old William Erasmus agreed 
with plans to attend the meeting and said it was 
high time that Elders were given the respect they 


re still here today. It’s only since the leader- 


_that were snubbing the advice of Native 

seniors, but the Metis youth as well 
There are too many young people with 


of planning and preparation - and by noon on experience who are receiving; poor guidance from 
meeting day over a hundred and twenty people, those who are ill adept at teaching, said Erasmus 
including about thirty-five Elders, met to discuss-— 


their future. 

Participating Elders came from miles away to 
attend the conference. One of these was Richard 
Poitras. 

“Our voices must be heard once again,’ pro¬ 
claimed the 74 year old longtime resident of the 
Metis Colony at Paddle Prairie "We have had 
our chances to invest wisely, but no one has 
listened to us, and soon it will be too late. We 
must act now!" he warned. 

Poitras was just one of many Elders who voiced 

their disapproval over both management of funds 

and community decision making at many of the 
eight Metis colonies located in Alberta. Poitras’ 
home at Paddle Prairie is located about an hour's 
drive north of Peace River. Other Metis Settle¬ 
ments include Gift Lake and Peavine, west and- 

a little north of High Prairie; East Prairie, near 

Faust, Elizabeth and Fishing Lake, north of agreeing with Poitras - comments "My main cc 
Lloydminster and Kikino - Buffalo Lake's neigh- cam right now," assured the man who served as 
bour. a Settlement counsellor for over 24 years, “is to 

Residents at Buffalo Lake have set up a Senior make certain that our future is provided for The 
Advisory Committee-with hopes of providing an elected body in my Settlement has no time for 


‘The timber is no longer in abun¬ 
dance; trapping is no longer able to 
sustain our needs; the fishing is poor 
and economic development is almost 
at a standstill. Our children no longer 
listen to us - they look for a future 
that will not come without remem¬ 
bering some of the past. If we are to 
keep our identity and if we are to 
grow and remain strong, then the 
Elders must be able to take an active 
part in the community. We are get¬ 
ting old— but we have seen much and 
can make worthwhile contribu¬ 
tions.”—Lucien Shot 
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Metis Elders speak out 

Story and photon by John Copley 


Daylight in fading faat when I get on the road 
and head toward my weekend aaaignment in 
Buffalo Lake. There'a a Metis Settlement there - 
one of the eight that arc scattered across north- 
central Alberta My goal is to attend a meeting 
and to listen to what the Elders of that and the 
other Metis Settlements have to say - and I'd 
heard that the organizers of the conference were 
expecting a good turnout. 

It was an hour before midnight when my Crce- 
speaking interpreter, Luke Warmwater and I 
turned into the driveway leading to the Buffalo 
Lake recreation building. We walked through 
the doors of the large community hall and were 
treated to the sounds of guitar ( Beatrice Howse) 
und fiddle (George Ladouceur). Joe Blyan, who 
was instrumental in coordinating the confer- 


o one of the organizers of 
the event, Walter Howse. 

The Elders are not happy. They feel left out" 
said Howse They feel that our people are forget¬ 
ting the traditional way of things - that they are 
losing touch with their values and with their 


The Elders want to be taken seriously,’ added 
Blyan. They have much wisdom to offer, and no 
one is listening.* 


The day is warm and the sky is bright and it's 
time for breakfast. I’d had a good night's sleep 
and now, armed with pen and camera, it would 
only take a full stomach and I’d be ready for 



We honour our Native Elders for their 
strength and great wisdom- 
may the Creator bless them all 
from the Chief, Council and Members 
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Breakfast was great—and though I didn't know 
it at the time—the next four meals I was to eat at 
the recreation centre were all simply delicious. 
Personally, 1 think much credit is due to Theresa 
Patenaude and her crew of lovely volunteers. 

The conference got under way about ten o'clock. 
The crowd was small. There were about a dozen 
Elders and an equal number of spectators. 

From the very first Bpeaker it was evident that 
Elders are indeed concerned about the future of 
their people. 

First it was 74 year old Richard Poitras, a 
retired war veteran who has served for many 
years in different capacities in various organiza¬ 
tions, including the old Metis Association (Metis 
Nations of Alberta). He said that community 
leaders, unless they are Elders themselves, have 
forgotten how to listen and have what "seems to 
be no respect for the seniors in our communities.’ 
He told of a time when the Settlements were 
contemplating investment - investment to en¬ 
sure a future for the land-based Metis in the 
government sanctified Settlements - the only 
Metis in the country that can lay claim to a land- 

" We had a chance to buy the Beverly Crest, and 
as it turns out, it would have been one good 
investment. We could have had it for about $5 
million. Take a look at it today - you couldn’t buy 
it now for fifty (million). At the time, we Elders 
wanted to invest but we were scorned for our 
ideas. We were thought old and foolish. But they 
were wrong and we were right. Today there ; 


still very lil 


ic development and s< 


_money will run out.* 

Then it was 59 year old George Shaw from Gift 
Lake. He said that you didn’t have to be an Elder 
to see that their influence was gone. He said that 
the many problems encountered by today's youth. 
for example, are due to a lack of input from the 
Elders - once considered to be the wisest and 
most future conscious leaders and seers in the 
community. 

By the time Shaw was finished talking the 
crowd had doubled in size. More and more Elders 
came to the conference table. More and more 
voices were heard. 

Charles McLeod, 72, has lived over 20 years on 
the Gift Lake Settlement. He says things are 
changing between youth and Elders - and the 
changes are not all good. 

“Kids don’t like to listen to the seniors - they 
listen instead to their friends. And their friends 
don’t listen either. So where does it all end?" 

74 year old Ed Belcourt, another of the many 
Elders who travelled from Gift Lake to attend 
the conference, said that yesterday’s dreams are 
slowly becoming a nightmare. 

*We must spend the rest of the money coming 
into the Settlements wisely. We must build a 
source of income - something that will bring in 
revenues for the generations who follow us. We, 
as Elders, must be heard. We need to have an 
input in our communities. The old ways worked 



OAKFORDS HARDWARE 



STOP IN 
TODAJI 

(or n full lino of Point 
Toolt. Hoaioworot 


ani Sporting Qooit 

(403) 356-3762 


Ouellette & Hajduk 

Barristers 8t Solicitors 
Vital O. Ouellette, B.A., LL.B. 
Richard B. Hajduk, LLB. 

5226 - 50 Ave., St. Paul, AB T0A 3A0 
Tel: (403) 645-5202 Fax: 645-6507 


We take this opportunity 
to salute the Elders, 
they bring experience 
and 

knowledge... 

Use it wisely! 



Chief Blaine Favel, 

Councillors 
Leo Tootoosis, 

Brian Tootoosis, 

Lawrence Weenie. Hanson Brown 


and Members of 


Poundmaker 
Band 



Box 220, Paynton, 
Saskatchewan SOM 2|0 


( 306 ) 398-4971 


We salute our Native elders for 

THPR STRENGTH AM) GREAT 'MSDOM — 

May the Creator bless tecm all. 
From 


CHEF VERN <CHAMP> SYRETTE. 
COUNCIL AM) MEMBERS 


BATCHEWANA FIRST NATIONS 


RAEKJN RESERVE 15 D 
GOULAK BAY RESERVE 15 A 
OVDJWAN RESERVE 15 E 



236 Fhoktbxsc St. RJL 4 
Wit Stt. Msut. Ottnuo P6A 3(9 










































Alberta Native News May, 1994 

Elders speak out Continued from Page 14 
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encc was a gala affair. 

Travis Ladoucer, a 19 year old dancer from 
Buffalo Lake dazzled the crowd and had some 
wondering if the jig had taken on new propor¬ 
tions. His quick footwork and fancy steps perked 
up the band as they quickened the pace for this 
youngster’s modernized version of the tap-dance. 
Accompanying him on the dance floor was six 
year old Tyler Blyan. who himself, has some 
pretty nifty moves. 




- the new ways do not. We have come full circle 
and it is time to speak out once again." 

Albert Desjarlais has lived on the Settlements 
all his life. The 61 year old remembers running 
around and playing on the Elizabeth Settlement 
when he was only about seven years old - that 
was before the family moved to East Prairie, 
where he's been a resident for the past 25 years. 
Albert says he too is tired of being treated like a 
babysitter. “We need to help guide our people 
through these tough economic times. But first. 

And by noon the crowd of over 120 were all 
feeling the same way. 

When the meeting adjourned for lunch the 
feelings of the spectators in the room had gone 
from uncertainty to approval. And that approval 
is for a new plan - a plan that will encourage 
Metis Elders from across the province to attend 
the Metis Settlements annual meeting in Paddle 
Prairie on June 23. 

Peavine Councillor, John Carifelle told the 
gathering that he was “tired of working with 

CANOE LAKE 
CREE NATION 


young and inexperienced councillors." He said 
that today's younger generation does not listen. 
"It would be great to get things going in a positive 
fashion. 1 like what I see here today and also 
believe that Elders need to play a more impor¬ 
tant role in the community ." 

Another WW 11 vet. Gift Lake's Fred Belcourt 
has spent 13 years of his life on council nnd 
several more as an advisor to the Metis 
Association.He says the future looks bleaker 
than ever. "1 can't see a future as things stand 
right now," said the 79 year old Elder. “Leader¬ 
ship seems to be the main problem among our 
people, and to top it off, the leaders do not listen 
to the advice of Elders. We are counted out by 
many and 1 fear that until we are heard the 
problems will only continue to worsen " 

The meeting continued until nearly four in the 
afternoon and when the break was called Elders 
and spectators mingled and conversed and many 
agreed that this was indeed a quality get-to¬ 
gether. 

The cultural evening that followed the confer- 


;.©rrepr© 

CONSTRUCTION 

FOUNDATION REPAIR 

“Basements are the Foundations of Greater Things' 

We specialize in: 

• Foundation Repair/ Restoration 

• Sump Installation 

• Structural Cracks • Weeping Tile 

• Window Wells 

• Waterproofing 

• Seepage Problems 

• Renovation. Design & Construction 
• Driveways, Walks & Pads 

"Quality Without Compromiser 

^errepre 



Chief, 

Council and 
Band Members 

General Delivery, Canoe Narrows, 
Saskatchewan, SOM 0K0 
Phone 829-2150 Fax 829-2101 


STANDING 

BUFFALO 

DAKOTA BAND No. 78 

Vdf (fct Uiftd mi <•» «•* “ *•* 

« u, puipu fw. dot muJam md 

CHIEF AND COUNCIL 

Chief: 

Mel Isnana 

Councillors: 

Lloyd Isnana. Velma Bear, 

Alvin Yuzicapi, Stella Isnana. 

Pal Laswisse. Marjone Tawiyaka, 
Leon Goodwill. Byron Goodwill 

TOL’CHWOOD FILE HILLS 
QU’APPELLE DISTRICT 
P.O.BOX I2«. FORT QU' APPELLE. SIC SOG ISO 

PHONE: (306) 3324685 


6011 -103 A Street, Edmonton 

Tel (403) 436-9630 tat (403) 437-2270 


'honouring Vfptive "Elders... 
your wisdom and dedication will 
ensure a secure future 
for our people. 

In your leadership is our strength. 
"May the Creator continue 
to bless you 

with wisdom and vision, 
from 



‘Xeeiuatin 
'Tribal Council 

ffifani Qroup of Companies 

Room 102 - 83 Churchill Drive, 
Thompson, Manitoba R8N0L6 

(204) 677-2341 





























May, 1994 Alberta Native News 


Arnup Louis: a vital and 
compassionate leader 

Last month, the Samson Cree Nation lost one of it* toughest a nd fines t 
leaders, Arnup Louis. In passing, he leaves a long hjstoiy of successful 
victory in his challenge for recognition of the rights of Indian people He 
was very instrumental in the development of the Red Paper (Citizens Plus! 
in 1969 when the Liberal government drafted the White Paper. He was 
also the author of a document entitled "Declaration of Treaty #6". which 
has been adopted by a majority of the First Nations of Canada. 

Councillor Arnup Louis acted in a manner that would create unity 
amongst the First Nations and was well known throughout federal and 
provincial government departments, and in Indian political circles. 

His ten year struggle with a terminal illness ended with a Tight to the 
very end on April 22, 1994 Alberta Native Newt extends heartfelt condo¬ 
lences to his wife of 46 years, Mary Jane Louis, their large family and the 
Samson Cree Nation for their loss 

Frederick Arnup Louis was bom on May 30, 1926, in a little log cabin 
near the oil wells on the Samson Indian reserve. Arnup received his Cree 
Nome "Kiskownamaht", Given Daylight, by his late uncle George Baptiste 
when he won very young, Arnup waa the eldeat of 12 children bom to his 
mother Sarah and father Jacob Louie, who was later to serve as Councillor 
and Chief of the Samson Cree Nation. Arnup was the grandson of his Cree 
grandmother Betsy Chanahk, who was the descendant niece of the first 
Samson Chief "Kanatakaso", and his Cree grandfather Louis "Natawasis". 
who was the son of Louis “Sikak" and Agatha "Kiskikoot". Amup's 
grundparents, Betsy and Louia Nalawasis, were one of the first members 
of the Samson Cree Nation, and Louis Natawasis waa a long time 
Heudmun (councillor) for Chief Samson. 

Amup’s formal education waa limited as he left school at on early age but 
he soon achieved a reputation as an excellent farmer. The Samson Cree 
Notion is banted on some of the best farmland in AJberta and agriculture 
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was, until the 1970s, a ma¬ 
jor element of Samson's 
economy. During the 1940s, 

Mr Louis began to apply 
his special skills as a farmer 
to assist other farmers on 
the reserve In the course of 
these efforts, he was re¬ 
quired to deal with the fed¬ 
eral government on a regu¬ 
lar basis and he developed 
an effective lobby with gov¬ 
ernment departments in¬ 
volved in Indian agriculture 
issues. On many occasion, 
he challenged government 
officials to obtain the best 
deals for the farmers of the 
Reserve. 

These activities led to 
Arnup becoming involved 
in the political life of the 
Samson community. He 
was elected to the Council 
in 1965 and served as a 
councillor since that time. 

Arnup was always inter¬ 
ested in the advancement 
of his people through edu¬ 
cation. Throughout the 
years he served as chair¬ 
man of a number of educa¬ 
tion committees. He encour¬ 
aged young and old alike to 
continue with their educa¬ 
tion and not to give up on 
their goals and dreams. He 
was particularly proud of 
the establishment of edu¬ 
cational institutions located 
on the Samson Cree Nation such as the newly constructed schools, the 
Samson Education Trust Fund and the Maskwachees Cultural College. 

Arnup was also very active in the economic development of the Samson 
Reserve. His involvement included serving as Chairman of the Peace Hills 
Insurance Co., the Peace Hills Trust Co., and many other projects on and 
off the reserve in order to advance the economic base of the Samson Nation. 

A fundamental picture that Arnup stood for was the protection of 
Aboriginal lands, the proper recognition of treaty rights, and advocating 
for the less fortunate, which was his main reason for challenging and 
serving in public office. 

Arnup was also appointed representative of the Four Councils of Hobbema, 
as the Negotiator with Highways and Transport for road matters and 
street lighting. As a result, he was the man who worked with Boomer 
Adair, Minister of Alberta Highways and Transportation, to have highway 
611 (Malmo), both east and west, paved for the benefit of the Indian people 
at the total expense of the Alberta government. In addition, he successfully 
negotiated a new bridge and paving from the band office to Diamond 5 
Ranch, and a decision is now pending from the Montana Band. 

Continued on page 22 
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Respecting our Elders and Mother Earth 


to practice what he is being told on learning 
things from experience. We never had to force 
our children to learn something. Our children 
were always ready and willing to learn. 

So many families these days have to force these 


by Stan Gladstone 

I have often wondered why so many people do problems would be gone. -- „ 

not try to understand the concept of living in Many people are trying to control nature, this children to go to school. There must be something 
harmony with Mother Earth. Is it because they can never be done. If you disturb something too wrong with the system, iffamilies have to do this, 
are lacking in humility? Or do they think that much you will have created a problem. I wonder To force people to do things that they do not want 
human beings are far too intelligent to class how long it will take the people to finally under- to do can be very dangerous. These children that 
themselves as only being a part of Mother Earth? stand this? People have been tiying to change are forced to sit in a schoolroom day after day are 
I also think that many of the people have gone to nature for many years now and they are still going to have serious problems in later years, 
school so long that they just cannot relate to trying. I suspect that many of them have spent Sitting in a college or university for half your life 
nature. How much patience do we Native people too much time sitting in some schoolroom. As far does not make sense to me. I believe that every 
have? as I’m concerned, this is a waste of time. I have living thing on this earth has to work for a living. 

How long will it be before the rest of the world learned this from studying nature. A person has Taking a good look at nature will tell you that, 
le to understand the meaning of living f - -~ 


harmony with nature? Our Native way of life has 
always been very spiritual. I would not say that 
we have a religion. Our whole way of life has 
always been spiritual. 

Elders were always consulted before any major 
decision was made by the bands or nations. Many 
people wonder why Native bands or communi¬ 
ties are known to us as Nations. It would be 
impossible for all the bands or Nations to do 
things exactly the same way. We have always 
had special people whom are gifted in spiritual 
ways. Some of them are not very old. Most of the 
time it is older people who have the responsibil¬ 
ity of helping direct the band or Nation. These 
Elders were always available to the chief and 
council. When we can live with this kind of 
respect for Elders and Mother Earth, most of our 


Where? 

Continued from page 12 
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Day Two was a different story. 

Whereas on the first day I was 
met with nothing but smiles and 
all the joy shared by the competi¬ 
tors with all of us spectators, on 
the second day I was met with a 
lot of snarling about the underly¬ 
ing humiliation of being alive. It 
was hard to fathom this contrast 
and it was completely unnerv¬ 
ing. On the first day all Nations 
had coalesced around the joyous 
welcome to the life-giving goose, 
this much I knew. 

Butlfledthepavillionbyaside j 
door minutes after arriving on 
Day Two, with Virgil and Randy 
hot on my trail. 

“Why you leavin’?” asked 

“It’s not the same in there,” I replied. 

“What do you mean?” asked Virgil. thought which had never occurred to me. 

We each lit a smoke and they continued to prod While staring at them circling on the lane 

me about my change of heart. beside a garbage dumpster, the thought struck 

“Well,” I explained, “I believe I get a bad feeling me to ask (I do not know why), “And where would 
in there and it’s not the same spirit in that place you find these, uhm, crows?" 
today.” “Oh, usually circling around the garbage,” Virgil 

Both companions sniggered at my opinion, cackled. The way they laughed was merciless. 
“Can you tell us the difference?” asked Randy. Fortunately, they soon realized that Del was 
“Notreally. I haven’t a clue. Why don’t you tell not sticking around, at which point they sud- 
me the difference,” I suggested. denly stopped grinning in so much chagrin, 

“There is none.” stopped circling near the garbage, and they both 

“Baloney. What changed here from yester- transformed themselves into crows and flew 
day?” away. I presume they flew back up to where they 

“Yesterday everybody was encouraged by the are keeping those traditions alive, 
return of the goose,” said Virgil. “And today they As for me, I’ve seen nine goose moons since 
are dancing for the return of the crow.” then and I’ve thanked my lucky stars for every 

“The crow...of course, it migrates as well,” a one. 
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We salute Saskatchewan's Native Elders for their continued guidance, wisdom and hopes for the future 
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Elders develop Self-Government kit 



The elders of 
Akiwesi Inter¬ 
tribal Council Inc. 
have been actively 
involved in many 
Federal, Provin¬ 
cial, Tribal Council 
and First Nation 
meetings and con¬ 
sultations for many 
years. They have 
witnessed, person¬ 
ally, the problems 
that people have 
had in understand¬ 
ing Aboriginal self- 
government. It is 
their belief than an 
information kit 
about self-govern¬ 
ment would be of 
value to everyone 
who has a part to 
play in the process. 

It was with this goal 
in mind that they 
began the task of 
assembling a re¬ 
source kit. 

Dr. Glenn E. Treftlin was approached by the 
elders to assist them in the development of the 
Self-Government Kit. Dr. Treftlinhad been work¬ 
ing with the elders of Akiwesi Intertribal Council 
Inc. on other projects. He has over thirty years 
experience in making contributions to Native 
people in such areas as education, social serv¬ 
ices, economic development and community de¬ 
velopment. With Dr. Treftlin’s enthusiastic ac¬ 
ceptance the work began in the spring of 1991. 

The Self-Government Kit is a compilation of 
multi-media information. The kit features a three 
part videotape series that presents perspectives 
and opinions on self-government by Aboriginal 
political leaders, professionals and the elders 
themselves. The videotapes are intended to pro¬ 
vide information and to encourage further dis¬ 
cussion by the viewers. 

There is an abundance of printed material 
included. There are 13 various reports and docu¬ 
ments that have had an impact of self-govern¬ 
ment. These include such benchmark documents 
as the Sechelt and Cree-Naskapi Acts and the 
Charlottetown Accord. One paper provides an 
of Aboriginal self-government and can 


be considered a 
summary of some of 
the other material. 
The reports are col¬ 
our coded to allow 
for easier identifi¬ 
cation and utiliza¬ 
tion as resource 
material. 

There are five 
books included in 
the kit. These books 
are excellent re¬ 
sources and provide 
an historical per¬ 
spective on self-gov¬ 
ernment as well as 
highlighting con¬ 
temporary issues 
that are being dealt 
with by First Na¬ 
tions in Canada. 

A guide to the pos¬ 
sible uses of the 
source kit is 
eluded. The guide 
will present some 
ideas on how the kit 
could be utilized depending on which organiza¬ 
tion is using it. The kit will be of value to all First 
Nations, provincial/territorial organizations, | 
provincial ministries, federal departments, Tribal 
Councils, Native organizations, municipalities, 
universities, colleges, secondary schools, librar¬ 
ies, law offices, journalists, businesses and spe¬ 
cial interest groups. 

The elders of Akiwesi Intertribal Council Inc. 
emphasize that they are not attempting to define 
self-government. The purpose of the information 
kit is to provide a convenient set of resources that 
will provide basic information on self-govern¬ 
ment. Self-government will have to be defined 
and negotiated by each First Nation, Tribal Coun¬ 
cil and Treaty Association when they address 
this major but necessary challenge. This re¬ 
source kit will assist them in their efforts. 

The selling price of the kit is $995.00 plus 
shipping and handling. GST will apply where 
required. Cheque or money orders should be 
made payable to “Intertribal Information Serv¬ 
ices”. Orders can be mailed to: Intertribal Infor¬ 
mation Services, P.O. Box 191, Fort Frances, 
Ontario, P9A 3M6; or may be ordered through 
your VISA account by phoning 1-800-561-2879. 
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Self-Government Kit. 
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Artist Profile 


Donalda Grassie — Metis Artist 

by John Copley 

Fort St. John artist Donalda Grassie has something every person would 
like to have—and many never get. She has superb artistic talent; strength 
of determination and will; a special courage that has enabled her to 
overcome her many adversities. She has her ruggedly handsome husband 
of 17 years, Leonard — whom she refers to as “a very wonderful and 
supportive man”; she has an uncanny knowledge of business and she is 
proud of her heritage. But most of all she is a warm, self-confident woman 
with a very 

pleasing personality; a woman with inner strength and the courage to 
face life and all its turmoil with a smile both on her face and in her heart. 

But it wasn’t always that way. 

“I never liked myself as a kid, in fact — I tried to hide my Native 
identity,” said the 60 year old artist who once dyed her hair red “in an effort 
to pretend I was white.” 

Grassie was the product of a broken home—her childhood memories are 
not all pleasant. 

“I hate to dwell in the past,” said the solemn-faced artist. “It is for 
tomorrow that we live today — but I will say that it was a very harsh and 
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abusive situation. My 
step-father was a real 
badhombreand though 
I can never forgive, I 
am content to forget.” 

Donalda Grassie 
began to work when she 
was about 14 years old. 

She quit school after 
grade seven but says 
she had to escape the 
bigotry and narrow¬ 
mindedness of her 
small hometown 
community near Onion 
Lake, Alberta. 

Donalda’s first real 
job was with a 
Whitehorse newspaper 
— the Yukon Daily 
News. “It wasn’t 
adventurous enough,” 
smiled a reminiscing 
Grassie. “I wasn’t there 
too long before I sought 
greener pastures.” 

It was a life of ups and downs that led Grassie from jobs that included 
everything from waitressing to prospecting, and finally to marriage. The 
marriage has long been over and would “just as well be forgotten” except 
for the two children she bore some forty years ago. Although she’s always 
been interested in art, Grassie had to sacrifice her love for it to raise her 
children and to support her family. 

In 1986, at 52 years of age, Donalda entered her first art competition and 
was awarded an Honourable Mention in the prestigious Asum Mena 
Native Art Festival in Edmonton. 

Grassie’s art is presented in various combinations of abstract patterns 
that are enhanced with realistic and stylized people, animals and plant 
life. Her inspiration is drawn from the vastness of the open prairies, the 
wild beauty of the northern landscape: the pine spruce, cow parsnip, 
fireweed and an abundance of ever-present cat-tails (bulrushes). 

She uses bright backgrounds that depict the changing seasons with all 
their varying climates and conditions. Two suns or moons and a double 
horizon stand are added to her paintings and depict her dual ancestry of 
white and Native blood. 

Grassie was just the second woman ever to receive the government 
sponsored Yukon Prospector’s Grant, and this, combined with her experience 
as a licensed trapper in British Columbia, has given her a sense of realism 
seldom seen in wildlife art. 

Her limited edition hand-pulled serigraph prints (much less to purchase 
than the original artwork) are produced in her own unique way. Each print, 
however, is an original — in that the backgrounds are individually hand 
painted in many different tones and colours that are purposefully varied. 
The main image is then screen printed onto the prepared background. 
After each print is carefully hand finished it is further individualized by 
the artist who varies the detail so that no two prints are identical. 

Donalda markets her own work and has proven to be an astute business 
woman. 

“I love to go to the art and trade shows,” she said. “These shows are never 
a loss — even if the crowds are small and you don’t sell a lot of art. The 
people you meet, the contacts you make — the sale doesn’t end when they 
close the doors to the show — most business comes after you participate in 
a trade show.” 

Grassie, or “Raven”, as she is known in the art world, has only just begun 
her career as an artist. “I hope to enjoy life and paint until the day I die,” 
said the smiling Grassie. 

Donalda can be contacted in Fort St. John, B.C. by calling (604) 827-3246. 
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LEARNING CREE 


by Eddie Dean Kolan.ok 
I never thought I’d be learning Cree, 


ially 


*ity. 


Tbi 


Language learning i» not mueb fun 
When you tbinb it can’t be done. 

So atop, don't swallow your tongue 
Just try to tbink and bave some fun. 
Start by tborougbly thinking Cree 
Animate and inanimate, 

Jot masculine or feminine is tbe way to be. 
No distinction between be or ske 
Makes for beautiful equality. 
Conjugation comes quite Quickly 
When you memorize tbe proper patterns. 

4tk patience, persistenc 
And pertinence your pay will be profitable. 


And if all y 


, lea 



Born With A Tooth Continued from Page 5 

saw controversy involving the selection of Native jurors for the trial. 
Justice O’Leary finally took the Crown’s side, saying the jurors were to be 
selected from an open list, rather than one made up equally of Natives and 
non-Natives. 

Gainers feels there was a significant difference between this trial and the 

“The first trial was immediately after the event and after Oka, and there 
was a lot of interest, and secondly the way the trial judge conducted the 
first trial was quite outrageous. He was ultimately sanctioned by the 
judicial council for his racist behaviour in the court room.” Gainer adds 
that at one point the judge compared Native spiritualism to Satanism and 
was “incredibly rude.” 

“There were observers there from various church groups and it was they 
who went to the CBC and got the Fifth Estate involved. They couldn’t 
believe what was going on in the courtroom, it was a horrendous experi- 

Another concern for Gainer was the locale of the trial in Fort Macleod, 
which Gainer characterizes as “pretty tense” because of the concern^the 
community felt over the ramifications the trial could bring, including “the 
threat to their water supply — although that wasn’t very real,” says 
Gainer. 

Another substantial difference was in the amount of material the Crown 
disclosed to her as compared with the first trial, an amount Gainer says 
was “significant” almost one-third to one-half the amount. 

“My understanding of the case and the major players changed signifi¬ 
cantly once I saw the full Crown case,” says Gainer, “it was completely 
different, like night and day.” 
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Saluting the Narth 


Bigstone Cree host 
51st IAA Assembly 


by Deborah Shatz 



The Bigstone Cree Nation of Desmarais, Al¬ 
berta will be hosting the 51st Annual Assembly 
of the Indian Association of Alberta (IAA) from 
June 27 to 29, 1994. According to Coordinator 
Judy Yellowknee, the Bigstone Cree Nation mem¬ 
bers are very pleased to be hosting the event this 
year. “This is a big event for our area,” she 
explained. “The first time ever we’ve had some¬ 
thing like this in our community of Wabasca- 
Desmarais. This is an opportunity for our com¬ 
munity members to be participants.” 

Although the IAA Annual Assembly has been 
held every year for the past 50 years, Yellowknee 
said that Bigstone Cree members have not had 
much opportunity to attend. Financial burdens 
and distance needed to travel have generally 
limited local participation. “Now they will actu¬ 
ally see first-hand what the IAA is all about as an 


organization,” she added. 

Yellowknee is particularly enthusiastic about 
the “educational opportunity” that will be avail¬ 
able to the youth. “They will get to learn about 
the roles and responsibilities of the IAA. They 
will see how the organization’s operations and 
elections are staged as a democratic system’s 

In addition to the business meetings and ex¬ 
ecutive elections a variety of recreational and 
cultural activities are planned. These include 
dance presentations performed by youths, hand 
games, drummers, dancers, as well as a talent 
show and sports events. Camping grounds are 
also available and a teepee village will be set up. 

For further information, call Judy Yellowknee 
at the Bigstone Cree Nation office at (403) 891- 


Arnup Louis Continued from Page 16 

Amup also took a special interest in the judi¬ 
cial system, and how it treated his people. For 17 
years he was the chairman of the Hobbema 
Police Force, but his involvement was much 
longer. He volunteered, without pay, as a court 
worker for many years because it was his desire 
that his people be treated fairly in the courts. His 
payment was knowing that those he helped were 
treated fairly, as this gave him satisfaction. He 
was instrumental in developing a working rela¬ 
tionship with the Federal Police Force and looked 
forward to constructing a building in Hobbema 
for this purpose. His efforts will be missed in this 


field. 

In most of these activities with which Amup 
was involved, the Samson Cree Nation was and 
remains a leader among First Nations in Canada. 
In 1992, he was the recipient of an Alberta 
Achievement Award 


▼ T T ▼ ▼ T T Bigstone Cree Nation ▼▼▼▼▼▼▼ 

Hosts and Presents... 


THE 51 st ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

The Indian Association of Alberta 



which was established 
to honour individuals 
who have brought dis¬ 
tinction to themselves, 
their communities and 
the Province of Alberta 
through extraordinaiy 
achievement or excel¬ 
lence. In addition, in 
the same year, Indian 
and Northern Affairs of 
Canada established the 
Amup Louis Education 


Award Scholarship fund which is given annually 
to Samson Cree Nation students who have shown 
excellence in his or her field of study. In 1993, co¬ 
sponsors Alberta Government Telephones and 
Alberta Treasury Branches profiled Amup Louis 
in their review on Great Albertans which was 
televised throughout the province. 

Amup came from a legacy of leaders (Chief/ 
Councillors) in his family. His grandfather Louis 
Natawasis served for 27 years and passed on 
during his term. Arnup served as Councillor for 
27 years and would have served 29 years if he 
had lived to complete his term. In recent years, 
he challenged himself that he would serve the 
same or surpass his grandfather’s years of serv¬ 
ice to the Samson Cree Nation. 

Indeed, he accomplished his own challenge, 
and it was his wish to have the Louis Natawasis 
legacy carried on by his descendants to continue 
to act for the protection of Samson lands, recog¬ 
nition of treaty rights for Indian people, and 
advocating for the less fortunate. On his last day, 
he still had the strength and compassion to say, 
“we should all come together and work together 


■e life.” 


Amup took particular satisfaction as he saw 
that many of his efforts have contributed to the 
strong economic and cultural base the Samson 
Cree Nation has developed over the past 30 

In his continuing activity in these matters, it 
was his wish that this base be strengthened even 
more and the future of his descendants and those 
of other Samson members ensured. 


Desmarais, Alberta 
June 27,28, 29,1994 


•Social Events 
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Empowering the 
community 

“Empowerment” is more than a 90’s buzz-word 
to the northern community of the Lheit-Lit’en 
Nation. It is a way of taking charge, moving 
ahead - and claiming the future through educa¬ 
tion and resource management. 

Six years ago, this community of 210 was expe- 



Self-government in four 
years, says Irwin 

Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin says Aboriginal self-government 
will replace the Indian Act in four years. He told the House of Commons 
May 4 that Natives have been held under the Indian Act “in a situation 
of paternalism and assimilation since 1850.” Irwin announced some two 

months ago that the Indian Affairs department would be dismantled, 
starting in Manitoba. “In the four years that I hope we are here and I am 
in this ministry that Indian Act that was passed is going to be gone,” 
Irwin said. 

Meanwhile, a report obtained by the Ottawa Citizen says it will cost 
$6.2 million over 30 months to dismantle the Indian Affairs Department 
in Manitoba. The report also estimates travel expenses of $550,000 
during the project. If accepted by the department, the report indicates 
that dismantling the federal bureaucracy and replacing it with an 
Indian government for the 633 bands across Canada will cost over $50 
million. Negotiations between the federal government and the Assem¬ 
bly of Manitoba Chiefs are continuing. 
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riencing severe economic problems. People were Liten has asserted its sovereignty over its tradi- 
unemployed. They lacked the skills for new jobs, tional lands of approximately one million acres. 
They were losing hope, and the whole commu- The community is working towards co-manage- 
nity was suffering. But, following a study to ment of these lands along with the provincial and 
determine community needs, they were also con- federal governments. This approach means, in 
vinced that there was still time to turn things part, that the environment is treated with re- 
around-ifthey worked together and planned for spect. When logging takes place, for example, 
the future. there is an assessment to make sure that the 

The study revealed that the community was forest is dealt with ethically, keeping in mind 
not facing a single problem, that could be fixed that “what one person does, affects everyone 
through a single, cure-all solution. They needed else.” 

a holistic approach to address a range of issues Success breeds success. More and more people 
that were critical to the are being empowered to work within the commu- 
community’s future, es- nity for a future filled with hope. As Chief Peter 
pecially education and Quaw says, “If you plan, you will succeed!” 
resource management. 

They developed an 
action plan for the com¬ 
munity, from the com¬ 
munity, that included 
“back to school” pro¬ 
grams to encourage all 
types of job training. 

For example, seven stu¬ 
dents are attending a 
university, studying in 
disciplines such as bi¬ 
ology and forestry. 

These students will re¬ 
turn to the community 
and work with others 
there to blend the tra¬ 
ditional ways of their 
people with the latest 
knowledge and technol¬ 
ogy in resource man¬ 
agement. This exper¬ 
tise will be coupled with 
the business opportu¬ 
nities emerging such as 
a salmon stock en¬ 
hancement initiative 
and resource manage¬ 
ment consulting. 

At the same time, the 
nation of the Lheit- 
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•AUTOMOTIVE ACCESSORIES 
INCLUDING TIRES & BATTERIES 
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We are proud to honour the Elders: their wisdom and strength have helped us 
preserve the history, language, culture and traditions of our people, from 


We invite one and all to visit our centre and participate in 
the many activities we have to offer. 

Meeting the needs of our region through Programs and Services 
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BIGSTONE CREE NATION 
EDUCATION AUTHORITY =§* 
AND N.NADAP. 

The 1st 

Youth and Elder 
Conference 

THEME 

“Neesokamatotan” (Let’s Work Together) 
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June 25th - 26th, 1994 

-WORKSHOPS- 

Community History 
Residential School Systems 
Sexual Abuse 
H.I.V., AIDS 

Bigstone Cree Nation History 
Drug and Alcohol Abuse 
Our Language 
Culture and Spirituality 
Traditional Foods 
Family Tree 
Self Esteem 
Story Telling 

Nightly Events Include: 

Round Dance • Hand Games 
Pow Wow • Dancers 
Drama • Banquet • Dance 



Irene Gladue 
891-3825 or 891-3529 


Cecile Young-Aug 
891-3777 or 891-2563 
or fax 891-3021 
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Proud to honour the Elders for helping to maintain 
the Native culture, traditions and heritage, from 

=dH)= 

Yellowknife Hardware 
Limited 


P. 0. Box 879 

51 st Street and 51 st Avenue 
Yellowknife, NWT X1A2N6 
Phone 873-4537 
or Fax 873-6523 


✓ General hardware and much more 
✓ Mail Orders Welcome 



Proud to fb* Aomout to tAs 4Ud*t$i tA*k tvifdom pt*tm>*8 tAo 
Imquoq*, eutturt and UadliiOHt of UU fUgl Nations, ftom 

^7 YWCA 

of Yellowknife 

• ALISON MCATEER HOUSE CRISIS SHELTER 

• SECOND STAGE HOUSE & FAMILY VIOLENCE 

RESOURCE CENTRE 

• CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

& AFTER SCHOOL CARE 

• ADULT GROUP HOMES • FAMILY DAY HOMES 

• DANCE STUDIO • CLUB ENERGIZE 



News Briefs 


Feds continue food transportation subsidy 

The federal government says it will continue to subsidize food transportation to isolated 
northern communities. “The government of Canada is acting to ensure that isolated northern 
communities have access to nutritious food," said Ron Irwin, Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development. “The continuation of the program is essential to the health and well¬ 
being of Northerners,” he said. Annual payments from the federal government subsidize the 
rates charged by Canada Post for air parcel service to the communities. A total of $14.1 million 
in subsidies will be available for the 1994-1995 year. 

Twelve year old awarded for bravery 

Amelia Peter-Paul, a 12 year old Native Canadian from New Brunswick, was presented with 
the award for bravery at the fifth annual YTV Achievement Awards on national television April 
16. “Propelled by the love for her grandmohter, Amelia did something outstanding and 
inordinately brave,” said actor A1 Waxman before presenting the award to the youth before an 
audience at the National Arts Centre. Last August, an escaped psychopath attacked Peter-Paul’s 
grandmother in her home in Scotchfort, P.E.I. The visiting girl, then 11, came to the aid of her 
grandmother, receiving over 20 stab wounds in the process. 

Quebec Inuit agree to compensation package 

Quebec Inuit will get more than $500 million in compensation for environmental destruction 
through a deal signed with Hydro-Quebec April 14. The money will help offset the damage done 
to the environment by the Great Whale hydro-electric project, which threatens traditional 
hunting and fishing grounds of the Inuit and Cree. The Makivik Corp., which represents about 
7,000 Inuit, signed the agreement but its president, Simeonie Nalukturuk, said, “We still have 
issues to further negotiate with Hydro Quebec and the Government of Quebec in order to reach 
a final agreement.” However, the province’s Cree are opposed to the project and say the deal could 
scuttle a federal-provincial review. 

Feds plan to improve housing conditions 

Indian Affairs Minister Ron Irwin says the government plans “in the near future” to consider 
a new housing policy that would improve housing conditions as well as strengthen Aboriginal 
control and accountability. The minister was responding in the Commons April 19 to a question 
from a government backbencher who wanted to know when control of housing programs would 
be transferred to Aboriginal people. Irwin said the new policy would also reduce the gap in the 
availability of adequate, affordable housing and increase self-reliance through greater employ¬ 
ment and business opportunities. 

Activist appointed to round table 

A prominent activist in Aboriginal rights and environmental issues, Cindy Kenny-Gilday, has 
been appointed to the National Round Table on the Environment and Economy. Her appoint¬ 
ment was announced by Prime Minister Jean Chretien May 2. The Round Table was established 
in 1988 as an independent body that acts as a catalyst in promoting sustainable development 
throughout Canada. Kenny-Gilday recently served as moderator of a United Nations Conference 
on Traditional Knowledge and Environment during the Year of Indigenous People. She is 
currently special advisor to the government of the Northwest Territories. 

Aboriginal Solidarity Day proposed 

A bill to declare a national solidarity day for Natives in Canada has been given first reading 
in the House of Commons. The bill was introduced April 29 by Nelson Riis, the NDP Member of 
Parliament for Kamloops. He told the House that “Most Canadians consider it desirable that we 
have a day in recognition of Canada’s original inhabitants.” 

Riis said Canadians “earnestly seek an example of their commitment to honouring Native 
cultures.” The bill would set aside June 21 of each year to be called national solidarity day for 
the Aboriginal peoples of Canada, he said. However, Riis noted, the designated day would not 
be a legal holiday nor would it be required to be kept or observed as such. 
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Metepenagiag hunting and fishing lodge: 
tranquility in the east 
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nounce that they have contracted the services of 
Iromac Development Inc. to initiate and pursue 
an aggressive marketing strategy to boost occu¬ 
pancy. With this increased injection of capital 
into the community of Red Bank, it is projected 
that employment will be multiplied. It is the goal 
of the Metepenagiag Lodge to hire a minimum 0 f 
ten people during the peak season. 

The Metepenagiag Lodge prides itself in main¬ 
taining reasonable rates and offers a variety of 
vacation packages or overnight accommodations. 
Metepenagiag Lodge will be hosting an Open 
House on Thursday, May 19,1994 from 6:30 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. For further information, please 
contact the Lodge at (506) 836-7149. 


Boreal Specialty Tools Inc, 


• Stone-Carving and Construction Tools 

• Art & Drafting Supplies 

• Mail Order Catalogue 


Nestled in a tranquil, secluded, wooded area 
with a magnificent view of New Brunswick’s 
Miramichi River is the Metepenagiag Lodge. The 
lodge is located at the site of a series of archaeol¬ 
ogy and history related projects which unravel 
an intricate 3000 year cultural history of the 
Miramichi Micmac. 

The lodge is an ideal spot to enjoy both business 
and leisure activities. This setting combined with 
first class accommodations and traditional cui¬ 
sine attracts business people, families, as well as 
visitors to Metepenagiag who come seeking a 
better understanding and awareness of the 
Micmac people. 

From the moment guests arrive at the lodge, 
they encounter a friendly member of the Micmac 
Nation, Gerald Levi, who is the owner and opera¬ 
tor of this facility. The Metepenagiag Lodge 
offers exclusivity, comfort, and satisfaction to 
guests in a first class facility which can accom¬ 
modate individuals or groups of eight. The peace¬ 
fulness of the lodge provides an-environment 


which is conducive to work or relaxation. 

Guests can enjoy the beautiful Miramichi River 
along with a wide variety of outdoor activities 
close at hand, including: canoeing, fishing, ski¬ 
ing, hiking, and cultural activities. The banks of 
the Miramichi River and its tributaries have 
long been the home of the Micmac who inhabited 
several sites on the river banks and shorelines at 
the best fishing pools. 

The Metepenagiag Lodge was built in 1991 and 
the landscaping and road access was completed 
in 1993. Funding for this business enterprise 
was provided by Industry Science Technology 
Canada and the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans. 

The Metepenagiag Lodge is a 950 square foot 
cabin style structure finished in pine. The lodge 
has three bedrooms, shower facilities, a cozy 
central living room with a woodstove and is 
conveniently situated a “stone’s throw” from the 
Miramichi River. 

The Metepenagiag Lodge is 





★ TEREX LOADER C/W FORKLIFTS 

★ PICKER TRUCK C/W 14-1/2 TON 

CRANE & DUMPTRUCK 
★ CERTIFIED WELDING 
★ IRON WORKER ON SITE 

* Pipe * General ★ Pressure * Aluminum *0raamei 
Welding Welding Welding Welding Welding 

SHOP LOCATION: 

#6 Melville Drive, Kam Lake Industrial Park 
MAILING ADDRESS: 
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PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTORS 


CJJest wisfies to the ^Native (Elders - we applaud -your 
strength, wisdom and perseverance in preserving culture 
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of the South MacKenzie 
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Northern oilfield agreement extension sought 


Bill C-25, a minor adjustment to the Canada 
Petroleum Resources Act, which will have a 
significant impact on the North, was recently 
introduced to Parliament. 

The amendment extends the term of the 1944 
Norman Wells Agreement for as long as it is 
commercially feasible, capturing the full produc¬ 
tive capability of the field. Norman Wells, one of 
the largest producing oil fields in Canada, is 
expected to remain productive for a long time, 
possibly until 2020. The amendment will also 
marginally adjust the boundaries of the oil field’s 
proven area to capture fringe areas thus maxi¬ 
mizing the oil recovery for the field. 

“Although Bill C-25 provides for a minor amend¬ 
ment to the Canada Petroleum Resources Act, 
the significance cannot be understated. The con¬ 
tinued economic opportunity which will result 

Let us honour our Elders! Their wisdom has 

helped preserve the history, language, culture 

Selkirk Gas Bar 
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* in Pelly Crossing, Yukon j 

■ 8 a.m. - 8 p.m. • 
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I In operation Z 

Z Accepts Visa/Mastercard Z 

■ ■ 
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■ Selkirk First Nation ■ 

Z and Selkirk Development Corp. ■ 

V......../ 
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Box 97, Pelly Crossing, Yukon YOB IPO 

Tel. 537-3307 Fax 537-3016 
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& Custom Made 
Wearables 



• Corporate Jackets 
& Logos 

•T-Shirts & Sweaters 
Printables 
•Team & School 
Uniforms & Jackets 

• Novelties 

• Hats 

• Sports Bags 


FAX 873-3972 

BOX 1424, YELLOWKNIFE, NWT XIA 2P1 
BROCO SPECIALTY ADVERTISING » SPORTSWEAR 


In appreciation of the Native Elders, they protected the 
heritage so that the spirit could flourish, from 


GOOD OLD RflY PLIIHIBIHC 



873-2376 mm-mz 


P.0. Box 2008, Yellowknile, NWT XIA 2P5 


from this Act, will benefit many people in this 
area of the North,” said Ron Irwin, Minister of 
Indian Affairs and Northern Development. “As 
well, it has the potential to rekindle investor 
interest in Northern Canada. It will also boost 
activity in the area and increase revenues for 
government.” 

It is anticipated that Imperial Oil Limited will 
launch a $30 million drilling program, improv¬ 
ing employment and business opportunities for 
Aboriginal people and northerners, once the leg¬ 
islation is proclaimed and other necessary ap¬ 
provals are in place. An estimated $10 million 
will be spent directly in the North and the re¬ 
mainder in southern Canada, primarily Alberta. 

The drilling program could generate up to 65 


jobs, of which 40 percent would go to residents in 
the North. It would also generate significant 
indirect employment through service contracts 
and other business opportunities. 

“The go vernment is committed to working with 
Imperial Oil Limited and other companies in¬ 
vesting in the North, the community of Norman 
Wells and the Sahtu Dene and Metis,” Mr. Irwin 
said. “By working in cooperation with these 
stakeholders, the people of the North are as¬ 
sured employment opportunities and other ben¬ 
efits resulting from the ongoing operations at 
Norman Wells.” 

The bill will proceed through the Parliamen¬ 
tary process in the House and then into the 
Senate. 




We are pleased to honour (he Elders of Canada's First Nations, for 
their wisdom and leadership, from 
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NTCL Head Office 
Relocates to Hay River 




INUKSHUK 

by Eddie Dean Kolausok 

Solitary, Strong stone of ages. 

You once had a human purpose. 
Pointing the direction for nomadic hunters. 
Scaring caribou towards hungry houses. 
Marking a cache of emergency supplies. 
Guiding lost youngsters to shelter. 

Now you symbolize yesterday’s strength, 
encouraging all to remember the days 
Not so long ago 

when Inuit roamed clothed in independence. 
United, 

Full of purpose. 

Pride, 

And Healthy Human Happiness. 


Solitary strong stone of ages. 
You’ll always have a purpose. 
Your role still tolls 
Encouraging us to seize our souls. 
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EcoDomic Development 


Denendeh Resources: community-based resource management 



The Liidli Koe First Nation, along with the Fort Simpson Metis Local, 
and the Jean Marie Band, are working on a community-based resource 
management process, known as Denendeh Resources. The long term goal 
is to have a resource management system based on Dene values, knowl¬ 
edge, and practices. 

Denendeh Resources is a long term, step by step process. The Denendeh 
Resources Committee was formed in March 1993 to oversee the process. It 
represents the families that have traditionally harvested around Fort 
Simpson, as well as the Metis Local and Jean Marie Band, with the Chief 
of the Liidli Koe First Nation as chairperson. 

In May of last year, youth and elders came together at a Spring 
Gathering at Ekali Lake to give direction to Denendeh Resources. They 
talked about the importance of passing on the Elders’ knowledge to the 
youth, who will be the future keepers of the land. 

At the regional assembly in August, the chiefs and delegates made the 
Declaration of Rights of the Deh Cho First N ation, which affirms the region 
as the homeland of the Deh Cho Dene, and afTnms their inherent rights 
and powers to govern themselves as a Nation. The direction to Denendeh 
Resources is to take a proactive, rather than reactive, approach to dealing 
with lands and resource matters. 

In the fall/winter of 1993, the Denendeh Resources Committee objected 
to logging proposed for the Martin Hills area that would interfere with a 
traditional hunting and trapping area. The Government of the Northwest 
Territories issued a Timber License in spite of the objections. The Liidli 
Koe First Nation presented the federal government with information 
gathered from interviews of hunters and trappers, which documents then- 
land use and occupancy, and indicates that issuance of a land use permit 
would interfere with Aboriginal harvesting rights. The First Nation 
presented its position to the federal government for a moratorium on 
logging until a co-management agreement on lands and resources is 


The Fort Simpson Dene Band 
has officially changed its name to 
the original Slavey name of 

U1UM IK®E FDRST NATOIM 

where two rivers join as one 



With Denendeh Resources, the Liidli Koe First Nation believes 

ELDERS ARE OUR FOUNDATION; YOUTH ARE OUR VISION 


negotiated. 

In responding to the logging proposal, the First Nation developed its own 
land use application form and review procedures. 

Denendeh Resources has prepared a draft protection plan for the Ekali 
Lake area. The Committee is considering the possibility of establishing the 
area as a Tribal Park. 

Denendeh Resources also ad minis ters harvesters assistance programs, 
trapper training and pipeline monitoring programs in cooperation with 
Interprovincial Pipeline. They participated in resource management and 
related projects throughout the year, such as a study of nutrition and 
traditional foods in cooperation with the Centre for Indigenous Nutrition 
and the Environment. 

Denendeh Resources will begin again with a Spring Gathering to discuss 
the past events and to set direction for the new year. They plan to continue 
interviewing the families to document their land use and occupancy. They 
also plan to talk to the Elders about the traditional resource management 
practices, which would be part of a resource management system based on 
Dene values and practices. They will continue with the Ekali Lake 
protection planning. The first step is a study of the fish population in the 
lake this summer, in cooperation with the federal Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans. They will also participate in a study of caribou in the 
Mackenzie Mountains with Nahanni National Park. 

The members of Denendeh Resources are interested in hearing from any 
other First Nations who are involved in community-based resource man¬ 
agement programs. They can be reached at (403) 695-3511; Box 469, Fort 
Simpson, NWT, XOE 0N0. 

This article was provided by Denendeh Resources with support of the 
Environmental Action Program of the Arctic Environmental Strategy. 
Denendeh Resources has received funding from the Community Resource 
Management Program of the Arctic Environmental Strategy, the Cultural 
Enhancement Program of the GNWT, and the NWT Training Fund. 
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Anawak debates Native self-government 

by Art Babych 

The Sahtu Dene and Metis Land Claim Settle¬ 
ment Act is another step in the process of Abo¬ 
riginal self-determination, Native MP Jack 
Iyerak Anawak suggests. 

Anawak, the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Indian Affairs Minister, was commenting during 
debate on the act in the House of Commons May 
2. 

Under the bill, the Dene and Metis of several 
northern communities will receive land entitle¬ 
ments and a total of about $130 million over a 15- 
year period. 

Speaking in Inuktitut, Anawak responded to 
comments made by Reform Party MP Dick Harris, 
who told the House such agreements guarantee¬ 
ing funding well into the future were not needed. 

“We need a strategy that will break the cycle of 
dependency,” he said. “This is what the Cana¬ 
dian people want.” 

But Anawak charged that Harris “really does 
not support any Aboriginal self-determination 
and does not really understand the nature of 
what the Sahtu Dene and Metis are trying to do 
through this agreement.” 

He said it was through years of being under 
systems such as the Indian Affairs Department 
that “so-called dependency” was created. Anawak 
said it wouldn’t be necessary to deal with the 
issue of dependency “if so-called well-meaning 
bureaucrats had decided that these people were He 

much better off making their own decisions.” (Prince George-Bulkley Valley) have told him 
Harris countered by saying Anawak had given they want to break their dependency on the 
him the “standard answer” when someone criti- federal government. 

cizes Aboriginal programs. The standard an- “The Aboriginal people must be permitted to 
swer, he said is, "You simply don’t understand enter into an economic base for themselves that 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 


Aboriginal Centre for Employment Services 
OPERATIONS MANAGER 

The Aboriginal Centre for Employment Services, Edmonton, Alberta is seeking an Operations 
Manager to co-ordinate and manage the growth and operations of the newly formed Centre. 
Reporting to the Board of Directors, the Operations Manager will be responsible for 
implementing Board policy. The Centre is an initiative of the Edmonton Urban Local 
Aboriginal Management Board, and is mandated to assist employment-destined Aboriginal 
people residing in Edmonton to access pre-employment and training interventions. 

We require a dynamic individual with extensive knowledge of the labour market and 
programs and services both federally and provincially available to Aboriginal peoples. The 
successful candidate will have experience in organizing, managing and evaluating programs 
and staff. Strong facilitation, presentation, interpersonal and innovative problem solving 
skills are required. The candidate will also have previous administrative experience coupled 
with formal education. Knowledge of budget forecasting an asset. Ability to speak a Native 
language preferred. 

Employment to commence June 1994. 

Those interested in this challenging position should send resumes stating qualifications and 
expected salary to: 

Aboriginal Centre for Employment Services, Selection Committee 
P. O. Box 46037, Petroleum Plaza R.P.O. 

Edmonton, Alberta T5K 2S3 

(Closing date for this competition May 25, 1994) 



will create self-sufficiency,” said Harris. 

Anawak asked Harris to name the area of B.C. 
where the Natives had spoken to him, as well as 
their numbers. “I find it very hard to believe that 
a large group of Aboriginal people would be 
saying that whatever we are trying to do is 
contrary to the wishes of the Aboriginal people in 
Canada.” 

“As far as self-government is concerned,” said 
Anawak, “I do not think the honourable member 
has an understanding of the Aboriginal people 
who want to have the opportunity to exercise 
that inherent right of self-government.” 

The bill — known as Bill C-18 — was given 
second reading in the House and was referred to 
a committee. 

Earlier, John Duncan, the Reform Party’s Abo¬ 
riginal affairs spokesperson, opposed the agree¬ 
ment saying, “This is an enormous package of 
benefits for the 1755 individuals covered by the 
agreement.” He added, “Conveyances ofthis kind 
are unnecessary, should not be made, and are not 
in keeping with what the courts of Canada have 
found to constitute Aboriginal rights.” 

Duncan also said the major beneficiaries of the 
deal are negotiators, advisors and lawyers. “I 
have concern that the average Sahtu Dene or 
Metis may be no further ahead in the long run as 
a result of this agreement,” he concluded. 

Reformers question 
northern agreement 

Reform Party members of Parliament say 
they “strongly support” the right of Aboriginal 
people to self-determination and self-reliance. 
However, some Reformers say the debate on 
the Sahtu Dene and Metis Settlement Act, 
now before the House, raises some serious 
questions. “Reformers must question if the 
federal government should obligate future 
generations to the terms of this agreement at 
a time when our social safety net is on the 
verge of collapse,” said Athabasca MP David 
Chatters. He said that during debate on the 
bill it became clear that “instead of this agree¬ 
ment moving towards equality for all Canadi¬ 
ans it moves Aboriginal Canadians backwards 
to a system of Indian apartheid.” 
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Aboriginal Youth 


Bank of Montreal 
supports new college 

The sounds of drumming and singing reverberated through the halls of 
Maskwachees Cultural College last month as students and staff gathered 
to honor representatives of the Bank of Montreal as they made a signifi¬ 
cant donation towards building a new College Campus. 

The Bank of Montreal, along with Peace Hills Trust, are the first 
Canadian financial institutions to recognize the importance of Maskwachees 
Cultural College and the need it meets in the community. In presenting a 
cheque for $50,000, Peter Conradi, Senior Vice-President, Alberta Divi¬ 
sion, of the Bank of Montreal noted ‘The Aboriginal population is becom¬ 
ing an excellent source of bright, educated young people. There has been 
an unprecedented surge in post-secondary education, and we want to tap 
into this growing pool of talent. We consider our contribution to be an 
investment in the Canadian future, and strongly believe that the self- 
sufficiency of Canada’s First Nations will only be achieved through the 
education of its young. Their education is vital to the economy and the 
social well-being of all Canadians.” 

The College plans to construct a 55,000 square foot building to house 600 
to 700 Native students. Currently, Maskwachees Cultural College oper¬ 
ates in the old residential school on the Hobbema Reserve located 80 
kilometres south of Edmonton. Current enrolment is approximately 300 


full-time students. The College offers a full range of academic program¬ 
ming, including the University general studies course which provides up 
to second year of most degree programs. As well, students may enrol in 
vocational and technical training to the certificate and diploma levels. 

“Clearly Maskwachees Cultural College is serving a real need in this 
community,” said Mr. Conradi. “And it’s clear that the only limitation the 
College faces is the building itself. We hope our donation will help to meet 
that need.” 

“Bank of Montreal stands out as an example to others that Canadian 
corporations and Native people can join together in productive partner¬ 
ships in community development,” says Dr. Carnew, Director of 
Maskwachees Cultural College. 

The four Bands of Hobbema have committed to provide $4 milli on 
towards the cost of construction, as well as providing the land required for 
the new facility. Although the federal and provincial governments have 
not confirmed funding assistance to date, the College continues to have 
discussions with both levels of government. 

“We strongly believe this is a genuine opportunity for corporations, 
governments and our community to join in partnership to solve some long 
standing problems affecting Canada’s Aboriginal people,” said Dr. Carnew. 


Saamis Tepee 
reflects rich 
cultural past 



Thank you for the numerous 
contributions you have made... 

We wish you many more years of health and happiness. 


From Chief and Council, 

Staff and Members of 

MIKISEW CREE 
FIRST NATION 

Box 90, 

Fort Chipewyan, Alberta TOP 1 Bi 



Ph. (403) 697-3740 
Fax (403) 697-3826 


In 1982, Mr. Rick Filanti had a 
dream to erect a monument for 
the Native people of North 
America that would reflect the 
rich cultural past of Medicine 
Hat. But it was not until after 
the Calgary Olympics of 1988 
that Rick saw his opportunity to 
make his dream a reality. 

Rick purchased the Olympic 
Tepee from Calgary and with 
the support of the City of Medi¬ 
cine Hat and a few prominent 
local businessmen the Saamis 
Tepee project was bom. 

The site chosen for the tepee is 
a starting point for the interpre¬ 
tive experience of the Saamis 
archaeological site, and serves 
as a staging area for ceremonial J 4 
and other events. 

The Saamis Archaeological 
Site was a late winter/early spring Native buffalo camp and meat process¬ 
ing site, dating from the late Prehistoric-Protohistoric period. The Saamis 
Site, located along the Seven Persons Creek Coulee, is considered one of 
the most exceptional and richest archaeological finds of that time period 
Continued on Page 31 















































Camp Mannawanis 1994 

This year, 1994, marks the 10th Annual Camp 
Mannawanis Program. 

This residential summer camp is significantly 
different than many other summer camps in that 
beyond the Social and Recreational programs, 



In protecting our heritage they are ensuring our future, from 

NATIVE EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 
ASSOCIATION - ALBERTA (N.E.S.A.) 



HEAD OFFICE 

#201, 10235 - 124 ST., Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone 482-0866 Fax 482-5250 


the camp has a major focus on Aboriginal cul¬ 
ture. This cultural component includes: 
sweetgrass, sweat lodge and pipe ceremonies, as 
well as Pow Wow dancing, costumes, drumming, 
singing and Handgames. The program has been 
developed and is delivered utilizing Cree Elders 
and others with Traditional Authority. 

With the idea that “the youth are our future” 
the Cultural program has two separate objec¬ 
tives geared to meet the needs of two distinct 
target groups. First for Native participants the 
program provides an opportunity to strengthen 
Cultural roots which can lead to enhanced Cul¬ 
tural pride and self-esteem. Secondly for non- 
Native participants the genuine cross-cultural 
experience can lead to greater understanding 
and acceptance of Aboriginal people and it is 
expected in the future to strengthen support of 
Indigenous issues. 

Besides the Cultural program other activities 
at the camp include swimming, canoeing, ar¬ 
chery, nature hikes, and many other activities 
with a focus of fun. 

This year a Youth Leadership development 
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program has been added to the Camp. 

Geared for teens between the ages of 15 and 17 
the process begins with a one week Teen Camp 
starting July 11. Out of this group some students 
(Age 16-17) will be selected to act as Counsellors 
In Training (CIT) for the other Camps this sea- 

The CITs will be provided with free room and 
board, a cash allowance, in addition, through the 
summer, these CITs will participate in a series of 
training sessions intended to foster their leader¬ 
ship skills. A letter of reference will be provided 
on request. . 

Students who have participated as CITs sig¬ 
nificantly increase their chances to be hired as 
full time camp counsellors at future camps, once 
they have passed the 18 years minimum age 
qualification. 

The schedule for this year’s camps is as follows: 

CAMP 1: July 11 to July 16 - ages 14 to 17; 

CAMP 2: July 18 to July 23 - ages 7 to 13; 

CAMP 3: July 25 to July 30 - ages 7 to 13; 

CAMP 4: August 1 to August 6 - ages 7 to 13; 

CAMP 5: August 8 to August 13 - ages 7 to 13; 

CAMP 6: August 15 to August 20 - ages 7 to 13. 

Please note the changes in this year’s schedule. 

Fees for the Program are: $140 per Camp per 
Camper. Call for group rate information. 

Parents or organizations who are considering 
sending a child or a group are encouraged to 
preregister, as once a Camp is full additional 
campers cannot be accepted. 


People's Exchange 

★ Buy ★ Sell ★ Pawn 


Native internship program in 
place for the summer 

Aboriginal students will have the opportu¬ 
nity to work in federal offices of Human Re¬ 
sources Development Canada this summer in 
order to gain practical workplace experience. 
The Native Internship Program — valued at 
$2.41 million—was part of the $684.5 million 
youth employment strategy announced April 
15 by the federal government. A total of close 
to 60,000 summer jobs for students are to be 
created through federal funding of the 1994 
summer employment program, a 20 percent 
increase over last year. The total budget rep¬ 
resents a reallocation of existing funds from 
HRDC. 


We thank the Elders for tl 


wisdom and experience 


Grub Box 


Supermarket Shopping with convenience store hours. 
9:00 a.m - 10:00 p.m.* Six days a week 

f "Where the Wise Economize" ) 


WELDING 


- Project fabrication 

- On the job Industrial experience 

- First Aid, WHMIS, Safety Training 

Course Start Date - October 3,1994. 

Call us for more information on: 

Testing, Accommodations, 

Funding and Child Care Services. 
1-800-565-7483 and ask for AVC Lac La Biche. 


Alberta Alberta T0A2C0 

Vocational 

College (403)645-6214 


An Introduction to the field of food service. 



Tre-'Employment Cooking 

14 weeks practical and theory Instruction. 2 weeks flelc 
Graduates will be qualified to work 



Alberta _ 

I Vocational 
1 College aS 


Lac La Biche 

vtcanxiM} Tftvu fee cde VeffeaeMe 

V . J 


EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT 


Graduates are qualified for 
employment in day care centrs 
kindergartens, hospital play " 
nurseries & public school. 


Course Start Date - August 29,1994 


Funding and Child Care Services. 

1 -800-565-7483 and ask lot AVC Lac La Biche. 



Alberta Alberta T0A 2C0 

Vocational 
College (403)645- 


Lac La Biche 

£c<vi*Uk$ 7K<x6c& tAc 
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New professional sports franchises for Canadians 



The sports enthusiasts out there will be glad to 
hear that the National Basketball League starts 
a summer league of professional basketball this 
May 1994 with teams in Edmonton (Skyhawks), 
Calgary, Saskatoon, Winnipeg, Halifax, and Cape 
Breton, Nova Scotia. 

The teams will play 24 home games and 24 
away games. For instance, in May Edmonton 
fans will attend four games, and in June and July 
they will see seven home games, then in August 
they will see six home games. The regular season 
wraps up for Edmonton on August 24th. 


The Edmonton Skyhawks, as one example, 
have laid on lots of promotion. They report 
respectable sales of season tickets and they want 
to put on a show for fans from all over central 
Alberta. 

“We have a great group rate,” said Don Ast, 
Edmonton Skyhawks marketing manager. “You 
have to phone me [(403) 426-4295] and you need 
twenty or more in your group.” 

As the last step in their pre-season marketing 
plan, the Edmonton Skyhawks announced that 
seats in the ‘upper blues’ would sell for $5 per 
game. The specially priced tickets are available 
only at three locations: by phoning 426-HAWK 
.(or visiting 212 Dondale Building, 10709 Jasper 
Avenue, downtown Edmonton); by phoning the 
Edmonton Skyhawks Basketball Store (or visit¬ 
ing the store in West Edmonton Mall, 2nd level 
behind the Ice Rink); or by visiting the Coliseum 
Box Office. 

Regular-price tickets are available by phoning 
Ticketmaster at 451-8000. 

Some readers will be asking, what is the NBL? 

This is a minor professional basketball league 
with team rosters filled by mostly American 
basketball players, although the Edmonton 
Skyhawks have signed a 23 year old University 
of Alberta basketballer named Sean Foote. And 
they have signed another Edmontonian, Mike 
Komak, to their practice squad. Nevertheless, to 
the benefit of Canadian fans, American players 
will be the vast majority. 

Unlike other minor pro basketball leagues, the 
NBL summer league of professional basketball 
has no height restrictions on the players. As for 
the rules, with few exceptions they are the same 
as NBA rules. The exceptions are minor, a 
shorter international 3 point-arc will be used. 


31 

Referees will not touch the ball when putting the 
ball into play on the back court. Games will 
consist of 4-10 minute quarters. 

“We’re counting on having a heck of a good 
team, we’ve got a good coach in Gary Youmans, 
we’ve got a great venue in the Northlands Coli¬ 
seum. We’re expecting to have a banner year,” 
said Ast. 


Continued from Page 29 

in the Northern Plains. Numerous artifacts are 
located at the site, many of them museum qual¬ 
ity. 

From the viewpoint of the bluff, or strolling 
down the paths in the valley, the vitality of the 
Native campsite can be imagined, as they joined 
together to butcher the buffalo, share tales of 
glory and sorrow, and celebrate a successful 

The Saamis Tepee stands approximately twenty 
stories high and is built to last over 500 years. It 
is made entirely of steel with a concrete founda¬ 
tion and weighs almost 1000 tons. Built to with¬ 
stand 150 m.p.h. winds and extreme tempera- 
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Start Date: September 6,1994 to March 17,1995 
(26 weeks - 20 weeks Instruction 
and 6 weeks Held Practicum) 


. Must be at least 18 years of age 
. 60% in Math 10 or 23, English 10 or 23, 
and Physics 10 or Science 10 

Students successfully completing this course 

will be eligible to write Part “A” and "B" of the Fourth 

class Inter-provincial exam. 


Lac La Biche, 

Alberta 

Vocational st Pauiomce 

| College (403) 645-6214 


Lac La Biche 

TfUAcc (Ac T>c{(vichcc 


NATIVE CULTURAL ARTS 

Discover and experience the art and 
culture of Canada’s first people. 

Native Artisan Program 

prepares students for employment 
in Native arts and crafts production. 

Cultural Arts Program 

prepares students for 
teaching cultural arts and crafts. 

Course Start Date - September 6,1994 


Funding and Child Care Services. 
1^00565-7483 and ask lot AVC Lac La Biche. 


Alberta ^bmaTO^a 

Vocational <403)623-5580 

College (403)645-6214 


Lac La Biche 

afct IHlH? WdAcC (Ac ICHCt 


are proud to honour 
our <Efders: their wisdom 
and strength have helped u: 
preserve our history, 
language, culture 
and traditions, 

from the 'I'forth 
Advisory Council 
and Staff oj 


IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT 17 EAST 

WABASCA, ALBERTA 
(403) 891-3778 ❖ FAX 891-3772 



the Elders 
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Skyhawks 


SEASON OPENER MAY 15 th , 1994 


tures, it has more engineering challenges in its history of the North American Indian, 
construction than the Eiffel Tower. The Tepee itself depicts the Native way of life 

There are large 3.6 metre (12 ft.) storyboards symbolizing: Spirituality, the Circle of Life, the 
incorporated in the tepee design that depict the Sacred Home and the Family. 



451-8000 
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Pre 'Employment 
Carpentry Program 

(no experience necessary) 
which upon completion allows the 
student to challenge the 1st year 
apprenticeship exam. 

AVC Lac La Biche has a modem, 
well equipped carpentry shop as well as 
other exceptional facilities, operating in 
creative learning environment. 

Course Start Date - August 30,1994. 

Call us for more information on: 

Testing, Accommodations, 

Funding and Child Care Services. 
1-800-565-7483 and ask lor AVC Lac La Biche. 


Alberta 

Vocational ' 40 ?> 6 1 “i 580 

^^11 ~~~ St. Paul Office 

COllege (403)645-6214 


Lac La Biche 

AccvuU*? TKcAcc (Ac Z>mc*cHct 
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LlA - 3 The Hunt 


Xf< r > a _«A , lA*o.: Collected and illustrated by James Ratt; 
fvr*P |A - 3 ■ told by Sarah McKenzie 


Lac La Ronge Band, Curriculum 

Resource Unit who 

are dedicated to providing quality 


A true story as told by the late Sarah McKenzie. 

Tapwe oomu achimouiin, tipithuw wethu ikih atotuhk 
Sarah McKenzie kakih itiht. 

cv- W- <r-lA->. rtAV° V-± AP“ <DC m Sarah McKenzie 
bP" AH"'. 



vw>-° v >c‘dr^' vv x «• J>jv° <-vv-nr x >np<j-"A x 
bw\' v v"<i' >L'i<- Vb- ><rCA-r-o<- pcv w->'. 
b"PV° VS <A-!r' VdC O’T AP" r'V- l, U' Wd V Vb' 

v-v >d v'b, v-v v L n Pr". pc Arcnj' >d v as 

b n P"C' qUr'A jU">'. P" o.bC_M-° VS V^ x CV" <L=C° 
AS O-CV-^'CP. 

lb- vs <-sb c v oca' b <-<L' vs rs vw<- 
WcLr'v^' Vb- v“<n o-rc'A-krb*'. aa- m 
r 0 - n nd x Ar'. o-Jv vs <f n Pr'bo_ vdc >"r oux-, 
CV >L <1 A"bc<-' AU>"C C vs. 


She was looking down the shore when a huge bull moose came out of the 
bushes and waded into the water. It was obviously going to swim across to 
a nearby island. There were no guns in camp and she wondered what to do 
with the moose. 


She got a blanket and went down to the canoe. 



b n P"C° VS V >S"CV-' CV X . Vb- b «LC"<-' <o-"A 

js-. >d vs v psv-<"< k tv" v L-4 rsV' <o-"a 
Js- r<r n nd x . bi- psn° vs «• Js- v <iv 
vs-<L', Lb vs v> nx <nr-n"v-°. 


Vir' VS <ld n A n d'Da.- CV X V AS CV'. 

One evening an old woman was sitting outside her teepee watching for 
the hunters and berry pickers to come home. Everyone from the camp had 
gone for the day except for her, because she was crippled. She travelled 
only on her hands and knees. Her people had left a canoe down by the lake 
in case she needed to use it. 


b <b-o. ,, s-v-A<L' vs <d"A n >»r. 

She managed to get into the canoe and paddled out to the moose. She had 
to paddle very quickly to get to the moose before it could reach the island. 
The moose tried to swim faster as she got closer to it but she finally reached 



Your Community Owned & Operated Bingo Hall 


Best wishes to all Elders 
We value your vision and knowledge 

36 Regular Games 
15 - Half the House Games 
1 BONANZA-1 Early Bird 
and 1 ODD EVEN Game 

AFTERNOONS 

12:45 p.m. Early Bird -1:00 Pre-Call 
1:30 Regular 

EVENING GAMES 

Evenings 6:45 Early Bird Game 
7 p.m. Bonanza pre-Call 
7:30 Regular 

Regular, Gold and Combo Cards 


K iatc 5904 - 50 Street, 

^ ^ AI’ID n. Leduc, Alberta 

v “ J 5lNC0.5f 906_0 O 00 
9S6-2112 


Brothers and Sisters of the 
First Nations, let us respect the 
knowledge collected and 
preserved by our 
Native Elders. 

It is the perseverance of 
these Elders that has kept 
the traditions living 

Lakeland _ 

FURnitURE 

APPlianCES 


Radio /hack 


Ph: (403) 826-6108 


We salute Alberta’s First Nations Elders 


White Line 


SPORTS EMPORIUM 


e: (403) 963-1336 
(403) 963-1339 
(403) 445-4145 


• Wholesale and Retail 
Sporting Equipment 
and Accessories 


Randy Schneider, 


YELLOWQ.UILL 
FIRST NATIONS 

POW WOW 

2ND WEEK IN JULY; 

at 

YELLOWQUILL 
RESERVE 
NEAR 

ROSE VALLEY, 
SASKATCHEWAN 



For more information J 
Phone 

(306) 322-2281 
fax (306) 322-2304"” 

BOX 97, ROSE VALLEY, SK SOE 1M0 
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She threw the blanket 
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a.oV‘b- VS <ArL">4 0 <o-"A JS- AM V rs'bT><«. 
Abo- o-"C c PC <r<"<-' js- «• JjV 0 , b-V«' <-oS 
Lr ,l P ll Ar 1 °. 

V-<- VS P" <n Cdr’o.-' <3o-P <ivn<r<-', a. <^ 3 -- %- 
VV<-° o-<"C<J-\ Vb- «• JjV° b A-"CL<-' vs pc 
<S- r 'V*' PC <rCA- <"d<L*-' <lo-"A Js-. 


Pr'-d-' VS vr - !' AC V <- ft bVP-l^', V-V Vb V 
<-<"C x au PUr'n' «• Js-. v*"' vs <n Lpo-s 0 
«• js- Vb- AA-" <n dSV'. Vb- VS «• JjV° 
rDo- Pr'<-' b <LC"<-' V o-CA- C"dAC x vroJ'b- 3 
>u n bo-v. Vb- >bn x “lo. v C"dAc x vro-M- 3 . vb- b 
V"<' PC <r n C<V-*'. 

She paddled close beside it while it swam in circles because it couldn’t see 
where it was going. The moose became tired and started to go under. The 
old woman then paddled closer to it and tied a rope to its antlers. She 
secured the other end to her canoe. 
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me of the Discount Bonanza 
& the New SILVER Card” 

— We salute the Native Elders - 



Entrance #5, 

Groat Rd. & 111 Ave. 

Westmount Shopping Centre, Edmonton, Alberta 


454-4335 


LASER REPRODUCTION of your school 
or band logo on your plaques and trophies 
Wood • Metal • Glass • Plastic 


MEADOW LAKE HOME BUILDING CENTRE 

For all your building supplies 

call us first, $/- 

for friendly, helpful and expert service I 

802, 1st Avenue West, Meadow Lake, SK SOM IVOR'S,®', 
Phone (306) 336-4467 


SUPER SUPER MONSTER BINGO 

OVER $50,000.00 IN CASH PRIZES 

18 GAMES SI 000.00 EACH • 2 SPECIALS S2000.00 EACH 

1 JACKPOT (MUST GO) $50,000.00 



BINGO & PULL TAB SUPPUES 
EXCLUSIVE FIRST NATION PULL TABS 

FIRST NATION DABBERS - AU. YOUR POWWOW NEEDS 

PLAY ALL (ONT) LTD. 

449 St. Mary's Rd., Winnipeg, MB R2M 3K8 
Phone (204) 233-8523 Fax: (204) 237-6226 
TOU FREE PH. 1-800-9-PtAYALL (752-9255) 
TOLL FREE FAX 1-800-839-4 934 
P. O. Box 422, Keewatin, Ontario 
Phone (807) 547-3400 Fax:(807)547-3401 
TOLL FREE PH. 1-800-318-9424 
TOLL FREE FAX 1-800-318-9425 
Free « Catalogue » on »Request 


ADMISSION - ADVANCE TICKETS ONLY 
$150.00 (Includes All Games Above) 

$20.00 For Extra Packs 
SURPRISE PACKAGE OR $5000.00 CASH 
COST: $5.00 per strip or 6 strips lor $20.00 
SHARE THE WEALTH • BONANZA • PICK A BINGO GAME 
NEVADA'S (PULL TABS) - UP TO $5,000.00 
COME OUT AND ENJOY THE ACTION 
GOOD LUCK TO ALL 
DOORS OPEN AT 9:00 A.M. 

SHARE THE WEALTH starts at noon • $5.00/pack or $1.00/strip. 
REGULAR BINGO STARTS AT 1:15 P.M. 

THURSDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS 
Doors Open At 6:00 P.M., 

Bingo Starts At 7:00 P.M. 

June 11,1994 

LOCATED 25 MILES NORTH OF PARRY SOUND 
10 MILES SOUTH OF 
POINTE-AU-BARIL 


sHAWANAGa 

i YOU IO K BEST I 
NMPl«WC 

BINGO 
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XEROX 
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rox and The Document Company 


NATIVE NEWSPAPER If you are an artist or writer and would like to make 

CEEIf IMP some $ in your spare time, Alberta Native News 

OCCKINu is seeking correspondents. 

FREELANCE WRITERS, Please enclose a sample when applying. 

FREELANCE ARTISTS^, A.herta Native News 

#330, Canada Trust Building, 

10036 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5J 2W2 
- or call (403) 421-7966 — 


EN’OWKIN INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL OF WRITING 


The En’owkin International School of Writing and Fine Arts Program is a two 
year credit program, leading to a certificate in First Nations Creative Writing 
awarded jointly by the En’owkin Centre and the University of Victoria. 


Established First Nation writers, dramatists, and visual artists work directly 
with students to explore their own unique voice, thereby promoting understand¬ 
ing of the beauty and complexity of First Nations Peoples. 

Courses focus on techniques and forms of creative expressions in Poetry, 
Fiction, Drama, Creative Non-fiction, and Visual and Interdisciplinary 
Arts. 

- " ' 
Admission Criteria: 

North American First Nations ancestry. 

Eligible for university entrance, or have completion of one or more years of an 
undergraduate program or mature student entry. 

A submission of 10 -15 pages of original written work at the time of application. 
Tuition: $150.00 per credit hour. Books and supplies are estimated at $400.00 

Classes begin the first week of September. 

N___- 


For full calendar and registration information contact: 


Admissions, 
En’owkin Centre 
257 Brunswick Street 
Penticton, B.C. V2A 5P9 
Telephone: (604) 493-7181 
Fax:(604)493-5302 


































































Health & Healing 



Native physicians launch 
responsible use program 

The Native Physicians Association in Canada has 
launched a new program to encourage the responsible/ 
use of alcoholic beverages. 

“We consider this to be a very important program in 
health promotion for the Native community,” said Dr. 

Vincent Tookenay, President of the Native Physicians 
Association. “This is the first initiative in what we see 
as continuing programs to encourage healthy life¬ 
styles for our people." _ _ 

The initial campaign elements include two posters, “Caring Together,” 
which encourage pregnant women, their partners and their families to 
take communal responsibility for ensuring the healthy growth of children. 
The campaign urges someone who is pregnant or considering pregnancy to 
give careful thought to their lifestyle and health activities, including what 
they eat, drink or smoke. They are also encouraged to talk to then- 
physician or health care provider to discuss how their behaviour can affect 
an unborn child. The Association recommends no alcohol consumption 
during pregnancy. 

The materials were researched and developed by Native people for 
Native people to ensure that they would be effective in getting a message 
through to the community, said Dr. Tookenay. The campaign is being 
funded by the Brewers Association of Canada as part of the brewers 
ongoing responsible use programs. 

“I am pleased that the Brewers Association participated in our program,” 
said Dr. Tookenay. “I believe partnerships such as this with private 
industry can help in promoting healthier behaviour.” 

The materials will be provided to physicians dealing with Native 
populations across the country, to nursing stations, to band offices and to 
those clinics and friendship centres which serve as a focus for Native 


people who have moved to urban areas. 

Dr. Tookenay said the Native Physicians Association is focusing on 
awareness and education programs since they are more effective than 
warning labels in promoting a change in attitudes and behaviour. 

For further information contact: Vincent Tookenay, MD, President; 
Judith G. Bartlett, MD, CCFP, Vice-President; Thomas Dignan, MD; 
Native Physicians Association (613) 237-7900. 


We are proud to honour our Elders; their wisdom and strength have 
helped us preserve our history, language, heritage and traditions. 
We wish you many more years of health and happiness, 


Beaver Lake 
Wah-Pow 

Detox and 
Treatment Centre 


(403) 623-2553 

Fax: (403) 623-4523 



Everyone Has 
Their Own Reasons 
For Drinking Responsibly 

Please... Think About Yours 


' The Bmvers of Canada. 

1 RESPONSIBLE < 
' USE ’ 
N PROGRAM 
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In Honour 
of Native £lders 

CtpMCARE 


|~4884M44~| 

HOMEMAKERS, 
NURSING AIDS 
LPNS & RN’S 


S /—I . Healed la tionouA tU CtdeAl of Canada’l ?iMt 

f 

HII HI QUALITY 

\ J MACHINE & OILFIELD 

REPAIR LTD. 

HARLEY PRIEBE 


are pleasedCo tssoar son fliers (as tU mupfijts tlep lootpioas, 



“Your Prescription Specialist” 
Located next to the Doctor’s Office 
in the Hobbema Health Services Centre 


In appretiation of our Elders - they protected the Native heritage so that the spirit could flourish, from 

NORTHERN ADDICTION SERVICES 

REHAB CENTRE 


(403) 920-4050 or fax (403) 873-9928 


ling Address: Box 1290, Yellowknife, NWT XIA 2N8 

_DETOX_ 

Detoxification Rehabilitation Program 

(403) 873-3585 or fax (403) 920-7585 

Box 5610 Franklin Avenue, Yellowknife, NWT 


c We take this opportunity to salute our (Eftfers. 
cFhanfc you Jbr the numerous contributions you have made. 
We wish you many more years of health and happiness, 


jrom 

The Board of Directors, Management & Staff 

KAPOWN CENTRE 


- Chemical dependency services directed toward people 16 years of age and older. 
-Minimum 6 week residential program. 

- ‘Total Person" Concept utilized 

- Continuous intake. 

- 24-hour in-patient care 

- Patients are required to have the following ite 



- suitable clothing for indoor and outdoor usi 

- two pairs of footwear, one for indoors and one for outdoors 

- valid Health Care Card 

- completed admission forms 

- current medical reports 

- transportation, financial and personal affairs must be arranged prior 

- advance notice of arrival via bus so pick-up can be done 

General Delivery 
Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 
Phone: (403)751-3921 
Fax: (403) 751-3831 
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Coping with Individual and Community Addiction issues! 

Concerns, Canada 

in co-operation with 

The Centre For Continuing Education, McMaster University 

THE 35TH ANNUAL INSTITUTE ON ADDICTION STUDIES 
"Family and Community: Surviving the 90 s 

July 17-22,1994 . 

LOCATION; McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario 
For more information, please contact: 

CONCERNS, CANADA 

4500 Sheppard Ave. East, Suite H, Agincourt ON MIS 3R6 
3§tr Telephone: (416) 293-3400 Fax: (416) 293-042' ££ 


Honouring our Native Elders, from 

Connelly—McKinley 
Ltd. 

Funeral Directors 

“SERVING NATIVE FAMILIES 
IN ALBERTA FOR 86 YEARS" 

CALL COLLECT 422"2222 


10011-114 Street, EDMONTON 

ALSO CHAPELS IN: 

ST. ALBERT, St. Vital & Hwy 2 458-2222 

SHERWOOD PARK, 265 Fir St. 464-2226 


We are pleased to honour the Elders of Canada’s 
First Nations for their wisdom and leadership 

CRISIS LINE 

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

If you need information on local services and agencies 
If you have a crisis and don’t know where to turn 


M^199¥ 

Training for visionary leaders _ 



Vision Mountain offer 
a new kind of leader¬ 
ship training based on 
compassion and a clear 
sense of self. The Vision 
Mountain approach to 
this challenge has been 
to create an experien¬ 
tial training program 
for people who are called 
to the extraordinary 
field of human service. 

The trainingis designed 
for individuals already 
working as managers or 
helping professionals, 
to deepen and enrich 
professional endeav¬ 
ours and personal rela¬ 
tionships. For anyone, 

Vision Mountain offers 
a unique opportunity to 
ignite creativity, poten¬ 
tial, and inspiration. 

The Training for Vi¬ 
sionary Leaders 
bines advanced psycho¬ 
logical information, 
proven techniques, ex¬ 
ercises, group interac¬ 
tion, and individual presentations in order to 
catalyze personal transformation. It will assist 
individuals in becoming more creative, confi¬ 
dent, and self-directed, in possessing a working 
relationship with personal resources and poten¬ 
tial. 

The Training for Visionary Leaders is com¬ 
posed of modules which include Birthing the 
Leader Within, Relationship and Intimacy, Re¬ 
sponsiveness and Leadership, and much more. 

Christopher Moon, who directs the training 
program, is an international lecturer, trainer, 
workshop and seminar leader, and personal coun¬ 
sellor. His radical approach to the field of thera¬ 
peutic counselling combines the wisdom of the 


human journey with the finest aspects of 
transpersonal development and psychology. 

Although Christopher’s courses are intensive 
and require substantial commitment, the mate¬ 
rial is delivered with warmth, compassion, and 
timely humour. He has founded personal leader¬ 
ship groups in numerous cities in North America 
and Asia, appeared on national television and 
radio, and authored The Power of the Gift , a book 
exploring the principles of personal accountabil¬ 
ity and the first in “The Warrior’s Passion” se-, 

For more information about the Vision Moun¬ 
tain training with Christopher Moon, phone (604) 
352-5955. 



J We are pleased to honour the i 
Nations for their wisdom t 
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NORTHERN DENTURE AND 
HEARING AID CENTRE 


Dentures 

• Custom Dentures 

• Complete Denture Service to the Public 
Dentures made in our Yellowknife Laboratory 

• Same Day Re-lines, Repair & Cleaning 

• For out-of-town visitors: call ahead to book your appointment 
and have your dentures custom made in just one or two days! 

ALL HEALTH PLANS ACCEPTED 
Call or visit us for your free consultation! 
Telephone / Fax (403) 920-2700 

NORTHERN DENTURE & HEARING AID CENTRE 
483 Range Lake Road, Suite #4, Yellowknife, NWT f 


WESTLAND COUNSELLING SERVICES 

CHARTERED PSYCHOLOGISTS_ 


Graeme T. Clark, Ph. D. • Betty Stevens-Guille, Ph.D. 
David A. Thompson, M.Ed. 

• Individual, Family & Marital Therapy 

• Consulting & Professional Development 

• Psychological, Education & Vocational Assessments 
• Cross Cultural Counselling 

• Therapy for Loss, Grief, Anxiety & Depression, 
Post Traumatic Stress, Addictions & Co-Dependency 

• Counselling for Children's Behaviour Problems, 
Parenting Issues & Children's Trauma & Abuse 

• Stress Management & Relaxation Training 


Located in 

Westland Family Practice Clinic 
Westland Market Mall 
Spruce Grove, Alberta 


Saturday appointments- 
availabie upon request 

(403) 962-9393 
Fax: (403) 962-4295 
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Fetal Alcohol Syndrome: 
completely preventable 

The leading known cause of mental retarda¬ 
tion is completely preventable. This shocking 
fact came to the attention of a group of occupa¬ 
tional therapists who work in schools, health 
centres and homes on Treaty 6 reserves in Al¬ 
berta. Worse, Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) and 
the milder Fetal Alcohol Effects (FAE) are widely 
underdiagnosed — and without diagnosis, there 
is no funding for treatment. 

The therapists, working under a contract be¬ 
tween the University of Alberta and Health 
Canada, were not satisfied with this state of 
affairs. Neither are Perry Large of Saddle Lake 
and Leo Bruno of Hobbema, who were particu¬ 
larly eloquent in expressing the widespread con¬ 
cern and frustration within the reserve commu¬ 
nities about the lack of services for their chil¬ 
dren. For once, it was hoped, the resources of the 
University could be used to help with a real life 
problem. 

Working on a tip from Diane Sekuloff, Occupa¬ 
tional Therapist, the Department of Occupa¬ 
tional Therapy at the U of A tracked down Dr. 

Philip May, Director of the Centre on Alcohol¬ 
ism, Substance Abuse and Addictions at the 
University of New Mexico. He has 
twentysomething years of working with the Na¬ 
tive communities in his area, helping them to 
define exactly how much FAS/FAE there is, how 
to diagnose it, how to treat it, and most impor¬ 
tant of all, how to prevent it. 

FAS and FAE refer to a group of physical and 
mental birth defects resulting from a woman’s 
drinking alcohol during pregnancy. Besides men¬ 
tal retardation, other symptoms include organ 
dysfunction, growth deficiencies, learning dis¬ 
abilities, physical malformations in the head and 
face, and behavioural and mental problems. FAS/ 

FAE is irreversible; FAS children grow into FAS 
adults (Source: U.S. National Organization on 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome). 

Contrary to popular wisdom, FAS is not just an 
Indian problem — Dr. May cites studies from 
Seattle, Sweden and France which found that as 
many as one in 600 babies are affected. Another 
myth — according to the U.S. National Organi¬ 
zation on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, no amount of 
alcohol consumption during pregnancy is known 
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Counselling 
Seru. 


Clearly, FAS has the potential to evoke very 
strong emotions — especially blame and guilt. 
Occupational therapists working with children 
suspected of having FAS/FAE soon realized how 
sensitive a topic it was — families and schools 
wanted to protect mothers who drank alcohol 
during pregnancy from being blamed for their 
children’s disabilities. 

Enter Dr. May, a professor of both sociology 
and psychiatry. He will be visiting the Edmonton 
area this month as the guest of the University of 
Alberta, to speak to lay and professional audi¬ 
ences about a community approach to prevention 
of FAS. At a public lecture on May 16, he will 
discuss why knowledge, attitudes, beliefs and 
social structures affecting pre-natal exposure to 
alcohol must change, and how the long-term 
future of whole communities must be addressed 
in the planning for prevention and intervention 
in these alcohol-related disorders. 

On May 17 and 18 Dr. May will be the guest of 
the Hobbema and Saddle Lake reserve commu- 


COLUMBUS 
HOUSE OF HOPE 

We offer support and secure skelter 
for abused women and children. If you are a 
victim of violence, need kelp or would like to 

services, calTour 24 Hour Crisis Pkone No. 

645-5195 

If you would like to support tke agency call 

645-5132, 

or write Columbus House of Hope, 

P. O. Box 2537, St. Paul, AB ToA 3Ao 



We are proud to honour our Elders: their wisdom has 
helped preserve our history, language, culture and traditions, 
from the 

METIS WOMENS’ 
COUNCIL 
OF EDMONTON 


URBAN NATIVE 
HOUSING REGISTRY 
479-4352 


11821 - 78 Street, Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (403) 479-4352 and 471-5606 


Northern Denture Clinic 


For an appointment call 

(204) 677-3743 


Northern Manitoba 

305 - 83 Churchill Drive, Thompson, MB 


Eden’s Funeral 
Home ^ 


P 


(Est. (1958) By Frank W. Eden) 


Offices: A 

incher Creek, Alta., P.O. Box 924 T0K1W0 m ' 
Phone: (403) 627-3131 


"Serving the Native Communities of Southern Alberta 


for Over 30 Years" 


Assisting clients with: 

• personal problems 

• marital & family problems 

• depression & low self-esteem 

• bereavement/grief therapy 

• alcohol & drug abuse 

• sexual abuse/assault 

• child & adolescent issues 

WE CAN MAKE HOME VISITS 


FORT WHOOP-UP 
INTERPRETIVE CENTRE 
Indian Battle Park, Lethbridge 


• Display gallery and theatre 


We take this opportunity to salute the Elders, 
they bring experience and knowledge- 
use it wisely, from 


98C McLeod Avenue ♦ Spruce Grove, AB T7X1R2 


• Fresh Meats • Freezer Orders 
• Hot Foods • Party Platters 
• Barbecues and Family Gatherings 

962-6611 or fax 962-3989 


"The Epidemiology, Social 
Implications & Prevention of 

Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome 


Monday, May 16,1994 
7:00 - 9:00 pm 

Corbett Hall Auditorium (2-39), U ol A 
(114 St. between 82 & 83 Avenue) 
Ample FREE parking 
Admission: $10.00 at the door 

Dr. Philip May, Ph.D. 

Director, Centre on Alcoholism, 
Substance Abuse & Addictions, 
University of New Mexico 


University of Alberta 
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A chance to beat 
breast cancer 
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SCREEN TEST-ALBERTA 

A PROGRAM FOR THE EARLY 
DETECTION OF BREAST CANCER 



ALBERTA 

MOBILE DETECTION SERVICES: 
TOLL FREE 1-800-667-0604 


For information or to book an appointment tall either centre listed below. 


EDMONTON SCREEN TEST CENTRE 

#311 Kingsway Carden Mall 
Phone 474-4300 


CALCARY SCREEN TEST CENTRE 

#120- 1040 7th Avenue S.W. 
Phone 262-4460 


Breast cancer continues to be a major health 
threat for Alberta women. In Canada, it is the 
leading cause of years of life lost and the most 
frequent cause of cancer death. The question all 
of us would like to answer, of course, is how 
healthy women could avoid getting breast 


. Unfortunately, there is still much work to be 
done before we have helpful answers to this 
question. However, we do know that healthy 
women can greatly reduce their chances of dying 
from breast cancer through a program of early 
detection. 

Early detection, for women over the age ot 50, 
has three parts: 

• breast self-examination 

• examination of the breast by a physician or 
trained health professional, and 

• mammography, 



gram. One important marker, for example is the 
abnormality rate—the number of women who 
^ are referred for further tests or follow-up on the 

c-ray of the breast basis of the screening exam. A good program will 
verv two vears. keep this number to a minimum, while still 

While mammography has only been found to be finding the most number of.“ ™ W 

useful in preventing cancer deaths in women Screen Test program has an abnormality rate of 
over the age of 50, this is also the age group that 4.5 percent, which is the lowest of any screening ^ 
is at most risk for breast cancer. program in Canada. , 

In Alberta, Screen Test: The Alberta Program Another marker is the program s ability to find 
for the Early Detection of Breast Cancer was early cancers at the expected rate While no 
inaugurated in 1990 specifically to provide early woman would like to be told she has breast 
detection services to Alberta women. An impor- cancer, the program’s goal is to find the cancer so 
tant part of the Screen Test program is a mobile early that cure of the breast cancer is extremely 


in oi tne ouree/t u „. uu ..v . ..., . .......---- — 

service, which brings high quality mammography likely. Thus, a successful program needs to 
to women living outside of the major cities. The as many small cancers as possible. Again, Screen 
program’s goal is to decrease breast cancer deaths Test’s rate of cancer detection is 
by 30 percent amongst fV,Q +afcrot. ^fnmoHnnQl QtanHards fixnect— f 



<Wi are proud to Honour our “Elders whose wisdom 

and strength help us maintain our history, 
language, traditions and heritage, from 


Delta House 
Inuvik Alcohol and Drug 
Rehabilitation Centre 


__ _ __ higher than 

the target age international standards expect—for every thou- 
sand women screened, about seven cancers are 
Over the past three years, Screen Test has seen found. Most cancers found are smaller cancer, 
35 000 women. The mobile program, which has and do not show any signs of spread to other 
been operating for only the past two years, has tissues. Thus, the chances for cure are excellent, 
seen 5,000 women. The program provides breast Screen Test is a program still under develop- 
self-examination education and high quality ment, with hopes for making the mobile services 
— mammography to available to a wide range of Alberta women over 
women, and the mobile the next several years. The response of women in 
program works in close the communities has been very positive, and the 
collaboration with the results of the program to date have been encour- 
health units and com- aging. As the program continues to develop, the 
munity volunteer goal of decreasing breast cancer by 30 percent in 
groups to deliver the the target age group will be nearer, 
the best way ScreenTest centresr " 1 J 


Box 2304, Inuvik, NWT XOE 0T0 
(403) 979-2725 Fax: (403) 979-4597 


_located in both Edmon- 

for each community. ton and Calgary. For more information or to book 

To date, the program an appointment call either centre: Edmonton 
meets or exceeds every ScreenTestCentre,#311KingswayGardenMaU, 
■ ._ ,j __j_ a Ans.Annn- r.a Irani Screen Test Centre, #120, 


international standard 474-4300; Calgaiy Screen Test Centre, #120, I 
for a screening pro- 1040 7th Avenue SW, 262-4460. 


We salute our Native Elders for their strength and great wisdom— 
May the Creator bless them all 

from Chief Everett Martin, Council and Members 


F.Fl, RIVER BAR 
FIRST NATION 



P. O. Box 1660, Dalhousie, N.B. EOK1B0 
i. (506) 684-2366 ♦ Fax, (506) 684-5849 


In appreciation of our Elders — they protected our 
heritage so that our spirit could flourish, from 

Cree Nations Treatment Haven 



• Drug & Alcohol 


• Anger Therapy 
• Inner Child 

Discovery 

• Co-Dependency 


''LUienT 

(306) 468-2072 ❖ Fax: (306) 468-2758 
Box 340, Canwood, Saskatchewan SOJ 0K0 



KATIMAVIK CENTRE INC. 

“(ALCOHOL & DRUG PROGRAM)” 


.COUNSELLING SERVICES 
. EMERGENCY CRISIS SHELTER AVAILABLE 
_ . OUT PATIENT PROGRAMS 


call 983-2133 OR 983-2129 

OR FAX 983-2503_ 


KATIMAVIK CENTRE INC. 


P.O. BOX 81. CAMBRIDGE BAY • XOE 0C0 


Honouring the Elders for their strength, wisdom, and continued 
guidance to preserve the best of First Nations traditions 


3 ^ 


tf Chief Bill Fobister 

fp Assistant Executive Director Roy Assin 
fp Councillors: 

* • Roy Assin • Mathew Beaver • Steve Fobister 

v • Joe Fontaine • Gordon Sneaky 

• Andrew Keewatin • Larry Keewatin 

* Tommy Teesick * Moses Lend -t;* 

Band Administrator Roberta Keesick 


and People of the 

GRASSY NARROWS FIRST NATION 


GENERAL DELIVERY, GRASSY NARROWS » ON POX IBP 
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Six winners receive 
environmental award 

Six environmental heroes from around the world received the fifth 
annual Goldman Environmental Prizes recently at a ceremony in San 
Francisco. Each of the 1994 Goldman Environmental Prize winners 
received a “no strings attached” award of $60,000 from the Goldman 
Environmental Foundation of San Francisco. The total of $360,000 given 
annually to grassroots heroes from each of the six inhabited continents 
makes the Goldman Prize the world’s largest prize program for grassroots 
environmentalists. This year’s winners are: 

• From Canada, the Grand Chief of the Quebec Cree, Matthew Coon 
Come, who has led a David and Goliath struggle against the massive 
James Bay hydro-electric dam project that would irreversibly damage a 
watershed area the size of France and destroy the self-sufficient way of life 
the Cree have led for 5,000 years. 

• A German woman whose landmark “Rainforest Memorandum” traced 
Germany 1 s role in the destruction of tropical forests and subsequently led 
to a significant drop in German consumption of tropical timber. Mean¬ 
while, this single mother has challenged the powerful World Bank and is 
attempting to reform the Bank’s environmental policies. 

• A man from St. Vincent in the Caribbean who has spearheaded a 
community movement involving youth to protect the area’s natural re¬ 
sources, while improving the living standards of local people through 
literacy programs and skills training. 

• An Egyptian woman whose work with Cairo’s garbage collector 
community in the Mokattam hills has demonstrated that wide-scale 
recycling can not only provide a solution to excess garbage, but can 
generate income and provide educational opportunites for this mega-city’s 
most disenfranchised people. 

• A Quichua Indian from the Andean highlands who has led a peaceful 
struggle for indigenous rights in Ecuador and in 1992 successfully nego¬ 
tiated a land transfer of three million acres of rainforest back to indigenous 
control; and, 

Continued, on page 41 
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From North America: 

Matthew Coon Come 
(Nemaska, Quebec, 

Canada) 

In the 1970s, construction of a ma¬ 
jor hydro-electric development project 
was begun near James Bay in north¬ 
ern Quebec. This vast subarctic re¬ 
gion, rich in caribou and migratory 
waterfowl, is also home to 12,000 Cree Indians who have led a subsist¬ 
ence lifestyle in the area for 5,000 years. 

Dam construction and flooding caused the Cree fish supply to be 
contaminated by methyl mercury, and the dislocation of Cree settle¬ 
ments caused many social problems. Matthew Coon Come, 38, Grand 
Chief of the Grand Council of the Quebec Cree, has led the Cree to 
oppose the second phase of the development, called James Bay II, which 
includes the proposed Great Whale and NottawayBroadback-Rupert 
projects. 

If the entire James Bay project is completed, the state-owned utility, 
Hydro-Quebec, would build more than 30 dams and 600 dikes, blocking 
nine major rivers that would irreversibly damage a watershed area the 
size of France and significantly alter the ecology of the largest remain¬ 
ing wilderness area in eastern North America. Coon Come has mar¬ 
shalled a strong, local, national and international coalition to oppose 
James Bay II. 

In 1992, New York’s Governor Mario Cuomo cancelled a $17 billion 
contract to buy power to be generated by Great Whale, putting Hydro- 
Quebec further in debt. Coon Come and the Cree have also succeeded in 
forcing Hydro-Quebec to conduct an environmental impact assessment 
on Great Whale, which the Cree are currently reviewing. On Febraury 
24, 1994, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that Hydro-Quebec 
cannot export electricity without a federal environmental assessment. 

Continued on page 42 


Mfk WESTERN/WESTLUND fh 

-- A DIVISION OF EMCO LIMITED V' 


■ STEEL PIPE ■ GEOTEXTILES 

■ FLANGES ■ NEWCO VALVES (GATES, 

■ WELD FITTING GLOBES, CHECKS) 

■ PIPE HANGERS ■ TAPE COAT 

■ VICTAULIC PROTECTIVE 

■ CERTA-LOK PVC COATINGS 

WELL CASING ■ RIGID TOOLS 

Fast, First Fate., Customer Semite. 

Ph. (403) 532-3363 Fax (403) 538-4166 

TOLL FREE: 1-800-661-7840 



Best wishes to the Native Elders; their wi! 
has helped us preserve the history, language 
and traditions of our people, from 

Jack River Drilling 
& Blasting 

Blasting Contractors 

• Quarrying • Roadway 
• Water & Sewer Trenching 

Phone (204) 359-6069 
Fax (204) 359-6221 

Manager - Leslie Apetagon 
Box 176, 

Norway House, Manitoba ROB 1B0 


4 MOUNTAIN PARKS 


Get involved! 

The plans that guide the management of Banff, Jasper, Kootenay and Yoho 
national parks are now being updated. Parks Canada invites your participation. 

The Four Mountain Parks protect 20,160 sq. km. of the Rocky Mountains in 
British Columbia and Alberta. They are an important part of a mountain 
ecosystem, an international tourism destination, and a World Heritage Site. 
They help to define the very nature and character of Canada. 

Your involvement will help to ensure that the Four Mountain Parks continue to 
reflect our national heritage. 


To be placed o 


Toll-free phoi 

Calgary calls: 292-4299 


i the mailing list and receive the first planning newsletter, please 

Public Consultation Co-ordinator 
Canadian Heritage, Parks Canada 
P.O. Box 2989, Station 'M' 

Calgary, Alberta T2P 3H8 

ie: 1-800-651-7959 Toll-free fax: 1-800-651-7951 

Calgary fax: 221-3462 
Internet: 4MtnParks@pkswro.dots.doe.ca 
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Sharing the Alberta 

Submitted by the Alberta Special 


Elders of the First Nations have long recog¬ 
nized that man and nature are intricately re¬ 
lated. They teach respect for the abundance and 
variety of the natural world and know that we 
must work together in our communities, across 
our country and throughout the world to pre¬ 
serve nature’s balance. 

Proper waste management is critical to this 
balance. 

Since 1987, the Alberta Special Waste Man¬ 
agement System has been providing a responsi¬ 
ble solution to the treatment and safe disposal of 
the hazardous wastes our society produces and 
Albertans have been reaping the benefits. 

Potentially harmful substances are being re¬ 
moved from the environment and new ways of 
reducing and safely disposing of wastes are being 
developed. 

Alberta is the only province in Canada which 
has virtually eliminated all waste liquid PCBs 
and PCB contaminated transformers. Chem-Se- 
curity (Alberta) Ltd. (CSAL), the operator of the 
System, developed and patented an innovative 
technology which completely and safely destroys 
PCB contaminated transformers. The technol¬ 
ogy is so effective that the metal used in this 



solution 

Waste Management System 


large equipment can be recovered and recycled. 

Alberta also has the first incineration system 
in North America capable of meeting the new 
Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environ¬ 
ment air emission guidelines. With this new 
incineration system in the final testing stages, 
the province is poised to be the first jurisdiction 
capable of eliminating the potential dangers and 
liabilities associated with stockpiled wastes. 

The time has come to consider sharing the 
Alberta solution. The Alberta government re¬ 
cently called on the Natural Resources Conser¬ 
vation Board to review whether the System should 
receive hazardous waste from other parts of 
Canada (the System currently accepts waste 
from Alberta and the Northwest Territories). 

Besides extending the environmental benefits 
Albertans enjoy to other Canadians, accepting 
waste from other provinces has the potential to 
minimize Alberta taxpayers’ support and create 
a profitable System by the year 2000. 

This is possible because the System is forecast¬ 
ing that capacity, beyond what is needed to meet 
Alberta’s requirements, will be available due to 
economic conditions, regulations and waste mini¬ 
mization efforts. 


i i '' 

The System integrates all steps of special waste 
management, from collection, storage and trans¬ 
portation through to treatment and final dis¬ 
posal. The Alberta Special Waste Treatment 
Centre near Swan Hills is the cornerstone of the 
operation. 

A recent and comprehensive environmental 
that operating the 


WETASKIWIN CO-OP 
SEED CLEANERS LTD. 

4710-40 Avenue,Wetaskiwin T9A 0A2 

Fax 352-6219 352-6212 

Barley: Wheat: pats: Peas: 



Call the Wetaskiwin Co-op Seed Cleaners now to book your seed order for spring seeding. 

BOOK YOUR SEED REQUIRMENT EARLY, AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. PHONE 352-6212 


He Elders of Canada's 


LEE MAHER 

andtld^fron, ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES LTD. 


MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING 
WATER & SEWAGE TREATMENT 
WATER RESOURCES 
STRUCTURAL • ELECTRICAL 
BUILDING SERVICES 


CONSTRUCTION SURVEYS 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 
CADD/DRAFTING SERVICE 
G.I.S. INFORMATION SYSTEM 
MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT 

CALGARY 


TEL. (403)874-2207 

FAX. (403) 874-2763 


TEL. (403) 291-5300 


(tie are pleased to honour the Elders of Canada's First Nations 
for their toisdom and leadership, from 




ALL-CAN ENGINEERING & SURVEYS 113761 L 


COMPLETE GPS SERVICES AND EQUIPMENT 
LEGAL AND ENGINEERING SURVEYS 
FULL CAD SERVICES 


EDMONTON, A 


CALGARY, AB. 

1928-10th Avenue S.W. 

Calgary, AB T3C 0J8 Edmonton 

TEL. (403) 244-2131 TEL. (403) 422-2215 TEL. (403) 873-5388 
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We take this opportunity 
to salute Alberta’s 
Native Elders— 


STANWOLOSHYN 
MLA 

and his staff 


(403) 963-1444 

Box not 
4995 - 53 Avenue 
Stony Plain, AB TOE 2G0 


Treatment Centre at full capacity would not 
result in adverse effects to the environment or 
human health. 

The System operates an extensive environ¬ 
mental monitoring program. This program pro¬ 
vides early warning of any potential health or 
environmental concerns. Water and air quality, 
soils, vegetation, aquatic resources and wildlife 
are monitored. Monitoring started two years 
before the Treatment Centre opened and be¬ 
cause this information exists, any changes caused 
by the operation of the plant can be identified. 

CSAL has an excellent safety record because 
the company recognizes that the transportation 
and handling of hazardous waste demands great 
care. The company has implemented policies and 
procedures which, in many cases, exceed the 
requirements of transportation and safety regu¬ 
lations. These procedures would be applied to 
waste coming from outside Alberta. 

It is important to remember that the System 
was created to meet Alberta’s needs and this 
would not change if waste was accepted from 
other provinces. The System would only be avail¬ 
able to non-Alberta generators when excess ca¬ 
pacity exists. 

But as the Elders will tell us, the natural world 
does not operate according to man-made bounda¬ 
ries. The solutions to the environmental issues 
facing us all will not be found in isolation. 

Sharing the environmentally sound and safe 
solutions Alberta’s Special Waste Management 
System provides would be a step towards ensur¬ 
ing the natural world we enjoy today will be there 
for the future. 


Proud to Honour I He Native eeders. wHoge wisdom 
as maintained tHe Native History, eanquaqe and cuCture, 
from 



ALBERTA 
SPECIAL WASTE 
MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM 


OPERATED BY CHEM-SECURITY ALBERTA LTD. 


• DISPOSAL OF HAZARDOUS WASTE 

• COLLECTION 

• TREATMENT 

• TRANSPORTATION 


FOR THE 

ALBERTA SPECIAL WASTE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
OFFICE NEAREST YOU 


TELEPHONE (403) 235-8300 
FAX 248-3430 
OR WRITE 

4 MANNING CLOSE NE, CALGARY, AB T2E 7N5 
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More species added 
endangered list 

by Dale Stelter 

The list of Canadian endangered species has 
grown once again. According to the World Wild¬ 
life Fund Canada, another 19 species have been 
added, and as in other years, disappearing habi¬ 
tat is a significant problem. 

None of the species added to the list this year 
joined the nine species classified as extinct, nor 
the 11 classified as extirpated (meaning that the 
species is no longer known to exist in Canada, 
but exists elsewhere). 

By category, the list of additions used by the 
World Wildlife Fund Canada can be broken down 
as follows: 

• Endangered (faces the threat of imminent 
extinction or extirpation, throughout all or a 
significant portion of its Canadian range): the 
northern bobwhite and the Acadian flycatcher; 
both are birds 

• Threatened (likely to become endangered in 
Canada if the factors affecting its situation do 
not become reversed before it is too late): 

birds: hooded warbler, western population of 
the yellow breasted chat 

mammals: Pacific water shrew 

fish: east sand darter 

plants: Van Bruntie’s Jacob’s ladder, round¬ 
leaved greenbrier, blunt-lobed woodsia, 
deerberry, redroot 

• Vulnerable (not a threatened species, but 
particulaiy at risk because of low or declining 
numbers, occurrence in restricted areas or at the 
fringe of its range, or for some other reason): 

birds: eastern population of the yellow-breasted! 
chat, short-eared owl 

mammals: western harvest mouse, Nuttall’s 
cottontail 

fish: warmouth, lake chubsucker, rosyface 
shiner 

plants: Long’s bullrush. 

These additions bring the number of species at 
risk in Canada to more than 250. The World 
Wildlife Fund Canada indicates that another 
bird, the king rail, was reclassified as endan¬ 
gered, from a previous classification of vulner¬ 
able. (It is indicated elsewhere that three addi¬ 
tional species were included on the list but were 
not assigned to a particular category.) 

A representative of the Canadian Nature Fed¬ 
eration told the Canadian Press that many other 
species may be in trouble, but it takes time to 
investigate the situation of each species. 


Ve lake Ihis opportunity to honour the Native Elders — thank you for 

the numerous contributions you have made, from 

TUBMAN 

Funeral Home Limited 

and Crematorium 

(306) 695-3731 
698-2557 
1-800-667-8962 
BOX 351, WOLSELEY, SASK. S0G5H0 


;heir strength and great wisdom 
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Certified 
Telecommunication 
Electrician 


V • Telephone Equipment 

• Telephone Wiring 

- • Mobile Equipment 

• Satellite Service 
20 Years Experience 

(403) 926-4141 

(CHARGE MAY APPLY) 
1-551-1190 
FAX: 926-4610 
BOX 1641, HIGH LEVEL, AB 



Winners 

Continued from Page 39 

• A Thai woman working with minority hill 
tribe people near Thailand’s sensitive northern 
border to develop self-sustaining communities, 
while restoring one of the country’s most impor¬ 
tant watersheds. 

“The 1994 Goldman Prize recipients illustrate 
that you do not have to call yourself an ‘environ¬ 
mentalist’ to do great things for the environ¬ 
ment. Helping people improve their lives — 
whether through recycling in Cairo or sustain¬ 
able farming in the hills of Thailand — can also 
help to preserve our Earth’s environment,” says 
Rhoda Goldman, co-founder of the Goldman 
Environmental Foundation. 



David Thompson Country 


sail & spoils 

—everything for the outdoors— 

camping equipment outdoor clothing 
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MacMillan Bloedel fined 


by Ryan Edwards 

Forestry giant MacMillan Bloedel has been 
fined $206,000 for illegally cutting trees in 
Clayoquot Sound on Vancouver Island. The pen¬ 
alty was the maximum that is possible under 
B.C.’s Forest Act. 

As well, the 900 cubic metres which MacMillan 
Bloedel illegally cut was seized. The wood, val¬ 
ued at about $40,000, came from a parcel of land 
in the Bulson Creek area near Tofino, and was 
cut earlier this year. According to the Vancouver 
Sun , the cutting was done by a MacMillan Bloedel 
tree faller who was told in error by the company 
to do the harvesting. A MacMillan Bloedel rep¬ 
resentative said that the company accepts the 
penalty, and admits to the wrongdoing. 


The Vancouver Sun reports that Forests Min¬ 
ister Andrew Petter said MacMillan Bloedel will 
not receive approvals for further operations in 
Clayoquot Sound until it identifies the steps 
taken to prevent infractions. Petter added that 
MacMillan Bloedel was assessed the maximum , 
penalty because it has committed some other ■ 
offences on its tree farm licence No. 44, located on 
the west coast of Vancouver Island. 

Environmentalists were pleased with the tough 
position taken by the B.C. government. A mem- 
ber of the Western Canada Wilderness Commit¬ 
tee said that in the past, forestry companies' 
found in similar circumstances were just told not 
to do it again, and were also allowed to keep the 
wood that was illegally cut. 




Winners Continued from page 3S 
From South/Central America: 
Luis Macas (Quito, Ecuador) 

In Ecuador, a country where indigenous peo¬ 
ple represent 45 percent of the total population, 
Luis Macas, 43, a Quichua Indian from the 
Andean highlands, has emerged as the main 
champion of indigenous rights. 

On May 28,1990, in a carefully synchronized 
event, more than a million indigenous people 
around the country stopped working. During 
the general strike that followed, highways were 
blocked and food supplies to the capital were 
cut off. One of the principal architects of this 
peaceful uprising or Levantamiento, Macas 
succeeded in opening the door to long-overdue 
discussions between indigenous groups and the 
Ecuadorian government. 

Finally, in May 1992, then-President Rodrigo 


Boija granted legal title to three million acres 
of homelands in the Amazon region to 148 
communities of indigenous peoples, the single 
largest return of land in the Amazon region. 
The land transfer was a victory for indigenous 
rights and for the environment, because over 
the centuries, Native communities have dem¬ 
onstrated that they are the best caretakers of 
the forest. 

Recently, however, these same Indian com¬ 
munities have been under intense pressure 
from multi-national oil companies that are drill¬ 
ing for oil in this biologically rich region of the 
Amazon. As the leader of Ecuador’s national 
Indian organization, CONAIE, Macas has been 
at the forefront of a new effort to get these oil 
companies to make provisions to protect the 
rainforest’s fragile ecology. 
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Environmental Dicest , 


Sanctuary for 
medicinal plants in Belize 

A group of traditional healers in Central 
America have collaborated with the Gov¬ 
ernment of Belize to create the Terra Nova 
Forest Reserve, a 2,400 hectare sanctuary 
in the rainforest set aside for the protec¬ 
tion and use of medicinal plants. 

The Edmonton Journal reports that de¬ 
forestation, along with a lack of interest 
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Canada and the United States continue to lag 1 
offered by bicycles. Statistics show that in Edmc 
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streets during rush hour. It was also estimated that in the Netherlands and Denmark, bicycle 
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The Arts 


Roy Henry Vickers receives honourable recognition from two worlds 


In a ceremony steeped in Native tradition — 
his ancestral lands, world renowned Tsimshian 
artist Roy Henry Vickers was named Chief 
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Tlagwikila by his Heiltsuk people. Later the 
same month Roy Henry was again recognized, 
this time by the non-Native world, receiving the 
very prestigious title as lifetime honourary mem¬ 
ber of the RCMP “E” Division and Officers Mess. 

The Chiefs naming ceremony was bestowed 
upon Vickers in the coastal village of Waglisla 
(Bella Bella), the home of his grandfather and 
namesake, Henry Vickers. “This recognizes Roy 
as a descendant of Bella Bella,” said Evelyn 
Walkus Windsor. “His father and grandfather 
come from a family of Chiefs.” 

Roy Henry Vickers’ father is half Heiltsuk, half 
Tsimshian and his mother is of British ancestry. 
Through his art, Roy Henry Vickers has created 
a bridge of understanding between these two 
cultures. This was evident this April when RCMP 
Inspector Bent Anderson recommended on be¬ 
half of the Port Albemi detachment, that Roy 
Henry be welcomed into the RCMP. “It is with 
pride we welcome Roy Henry Vickers as an 
honourary member of the force,” said Bent 
Anderson. “He has and continues to work with 
the RCMP to bridge the gap between First Na¬ 
tions, the police and the RCMP.” 

For one of Canada’s most internationally known 
artists, whose work has been presented to the 
Queen of England and several heads of state, 
including U.S. President Bill Clinton and Rus¬ 
sian President Boris Yeltsin, the Chieftain’s rec¬ 
ognition holds the most honour of all. 

“Twice I have dined and celebrated with Queen 
Elizabeth—my recognition as a Canadian artist 
is international. And yet there has always been 
the pain of not being recognized by my own 
people,” said an emotional Vickers. 

“For most of my adult life I have only dreamed 
of having a chiefs name. Now I am Tlagwikila, 
and I have the responsibility of living as a chief 
and a traditional leader.” 

The customary Naming Ceremony was given 
by the ‘House of Wakas’ from Oweekeno, and the 
Windsor family of Waglisla. Ted Walkus, heredi¬ 
tary chief of the Oweekeno People, and his aunt 
Evelyn chose the name Tlagwikila, which means 
“wearing a copper on his back.” 



“I have the utmost respect for Roy, for who he 
is and what he does,” said Ted Walkus. The 
significance of the event was marked at the 
potlatch given in honour of the Walkus and 
Windsor families’ matriarchal ancestor, Maggie 
Windsor. The potlatch is an Aboriginal celebra¬ 
tory feast where the granting of family names is 
made public. 

The Walkus family, including Francis Brown, 
created the traditional gift blanket, in grey with 
green borders, decorated with copper and two 
ravens, birds that symbolize creation. 

To mark his spiritual rebirth and reunion with 
his people, Vickers led the celebration dance. “I 
am overwhelmed by this opportunity given to me 
by my Creator,” he said. “I will be able to assume 
the tasks of Tlagwikila as long as I am connected 
to the spirituality and humility that comes with 
this honour.” 
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Tomson Highway 
honoured in Ottawa 

by Art Babych 

It’s a long way from a Cree reserve in northern 
Manitoba to Rideau Hall in Ottawa, but play¬ 
wright Tomson Highway completed the journey 
April 13. 

That’s when the 42-year-old Native of the 
Brochet reserve was presented with the Order of 
Canada by Governor General Ray Hnatyshyn. 

The order is a tribute to “those who exemplify 
the highest qualities of citizenship and whose 
contributions enrich the lives of their contempo- 

Highway, according to the Governor General, 
has used his talents “to reflect the richness- of 
Native people’s culture and spiritualism.” 

Coming from a community not much different 
than Davis Inlet, Highway, who now lives and 
works in Toronto, jokes, “I wasn’t exactly born 
with a silver spoon in my mouth.” 

Like most of his 11 siblings—only six of whom 
are still alive—Highway wasbominatent with 
no medical assistance, apart from a midwife. “It 
was just us and the land,” he recently told an 
audience at Carleton University. “Us and this 
immense silence.” 



45 

Not bad for a Native kid from a northern 
Manitoba family of 14, who grew up in an envi¬ 
ronment, where, he said, “death was a constant 
presence.” 

Despite his successes, Highway confesses, “I’ve 
still got caribou hunters blood coursing through 
’ s. It will always be there.” 


r~ 


come down at certain times of the winter and .. „ 
have these beautiful, beautiful caribou hunts by 
dog sled, racing a team of huskies across these 
pristine frozen wastes.” 

It was “beautiful” to grow up that way, said 
Highway, “to have nothing but us and the sound 
and the rhythm of the land. 

But at the age of six, Highway went to a 
boarding school and said he has been on his own 
ever since. He recalled that he and other “indig¬ 
enous types” were told at the schools “we had no 
culture, no history, no past.” 

Highway also remembered the six years of 
“crushing loneliness” afterward, while getting 
two university degrees. It was at university that 
he began to understand that “perhaps what I had 
been taught through elementary and high schools 
about my system and my history was not neces¬ 
sarily the truth.” 


Native history didn’t begin in 1492, he noted. It 
began about 20,000 years ago. “Our history is 
ancient. Our songs are ancient. Our mythology, 
our relationship to the great magic in the sky is 
ancient.” 

Highway also spoke of suffering. “When you 
come to the biggest crisis in your life, when you 
are holding your father or younger brother dying 
in your arms, as you watch your friends and 
relatives dropping like flies around you, you 
begin to understand what it is that makes the 
human soul tick.” 

“The very essence of the spark is that which 
ties us immutably to the great magic in the sky,” 
he added. 

Highway, who lives in Toronto’s Rosedale fed¬ 
eral riding, lamented that the “genuine spiritual 
centredness’’ is “not alive in Rosedale and all the 
Rosedales in the world. There’s something wrong 
there.” 

Highway said everything that could destroy a 
human being has come his way at one time or 
another. Despite this, he noted, “I have achieved 
a spiritual balance and learned to stay cool in the 
face of every conceivable obstacle. I’m really 
proud of it.” 

Highway has other reasons to be proud. He is 
recognized as one of Canada’s best-known Abo¬ 
riginal playwrights. And his play “Rose” was 
commissioned as part of this year’s 25 th anniver¬ 
sary celebrations of the National Arts Centre. 

As well, Highway is hoping to go ahead with a 
television mini-series next year called “Kiss of 
the Fur Queen." 
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Lawrence Martin... moments of 
the Juno Awards, March 24,1994 


I stood in the wings of the stage where X was 
peeking through the cracks of the curtain; lis¬ 
tening and watching the famous rock star Robbie 
Robertson name the people off the listing from 
the teleprompter. 

One by one (and ever so slowly it seemed), the 
re called and thunderous applause 
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was given for each name 
by the well-dressed and 
some-well-known mem¬ 
bers of the audience. 

I heard my name being 
called and I tried to think 
of something else...like 
snowmobiling in Sioux 
Lookout...on a warm win¬ 
ter day... as I could not 
believe that I would be here 
waiting in line to be of¬ 
fered an award at the big¬ 
gest music award cer¬ 
emony in Canada. I really 
didn’t want this part of the 
show; I preferred the part 
where I sang my 
song...that was more com¬ 
fortable and 

predictable... but this wait¬ 



ing to find out the winner was just unbearable.. 

I knew my family was probably more nervout 
than I was, because I am usually quite cool ii 


my family...but I could hear them...they u 
yelling... 

I reached in deep into my mind and into 


would get their wish... 


r happen...when I began to say the 


Martin.” 

Gulp! Wow! That’ 

Cool!...Now what do I say? Oops! 
As I slowly walked, no actually I: 


Creator wants me to use...To address my people 
Yeah! Alright! first and then the rest of Canada... 

When I heard my voice...it seemed like I was 
because I listening to someone else speak...I thanked the 


search for the words I didn’t have; the speech had to rush me through such an important 
that I wanted to create, but was afraid to think moment...dam... 
out in fear that I would bring bad luck to myself. 

I first thought of my family, up in the balcony, 


of my folks back home in northern Ontario, and the Juno from my hand... they said one will be | 


ofmypeople, in the various communities through¬ 
out Canada... i \ 

I looked at Robbie Robertson...wow...I finally ing 
get to meet him...wow...thank youRobbie...it’ 


you shortly. 

: then escorted backstage up to my dress- 
„ m...As I passed the make-up person who 
had painted my face earlier, she shook my hand 


to meet you...I stammered...I used both my and said “See? The make-up I put 
hands to shake his...I accepted the Juno and what won you the Juno”...I didn’t see the rest of 


thought...oh oh what if I drop it?...How should I the program as I spent many hours among many 
hold this gem...what is it made of anyway? people with many questions and many cameras 


I turned away from Robbie and for the first and many microphones. 


yellow.. 


j the thousands of faces looking my 
v the lights...some red ...some w 
ne were very bright...I could not t 


Thank You Creator.. .Help me with the respon¬ 
sibility of this gift as I continue to work for my 
people... Wapistan, 1994 
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Aboriginal titles nominated for top award 


Later this month, the 1993 Gordon Montador 
^ward will be announced to honour Canadian 
ivriters and publishers of non-fiction books on 
■ontemporary social issues. Last year’s winner 
vas Ronald Wright, author of Stolen Continents: 
ifhe New World through Indian Eyes since 1492, 
published by Penguin Books Canada Ltd. 

The Gordon Montador Award recognizes the 
author’s achievement in raising public aware- 
iess of a particular social issue or injustice, and 
he efforts of the publisher in producing and 



All Canadian titles on contemporary social 
issues published during 1993 were eligible and 
all were considered by the Award Selection Com¬ 
mittee. The committee, made up of five promi¬ 
nent booksellers from across the country, judged 
the content and presentation of individual titles, 
the impact they had on bookstore customers and 
the efforts of publishers to stock and to promote 
their books. 

Two titles on Aboriginal themes are among 
those nominated for the 1993 Gordon Montador 

• CRAZYWATER: Native Voices on Addiction 
and Recovery, written by Brian Maracle (Six 
Nations Grand River Territory, Brantford) and 
published by Penguin Books Canada Limited. 
The Western Producer called this hook “The most 
frank profile of the long-misinterpreted and mis¬ 
understood ‘drunken Indian’ phenomenon that 
has ever been written.” 

• PEOPLE OF TERRA NULLIUS: Betrayal 
and Rebirth in Aboriginal Canada, written by 
Boyce Richardson (Ottawa) and published by 
Douglas & McIntyre Limited. Despite the “policy 
tentacles” of governments that continue to affect 
their day-to-day lives, more and more of Cana¬ 
da’s original peoples are determined to create a 
better future. People of Terra Nullius is Boyce 
Richardson’s passionate account of the political 
and spiritual rebirth of Canada’s Aboriginal peo- 

Established in memory of Gordon Montador, 
the Award is administered by the Writers’ Devel¬ 
opment Trust. Montador was the publisher and 
president of Summerhill Press; he died of AIDS 
in the spring of 1991. A well-known figure in the 
Canadian publishing community, Montador was 
admired for the publishing risks he took in cham¬ 
pioning the causes he believed in. The Award 
recognizes authors and publishers who, like 
Montador and many of the authors he published, 
are not afraid to speak out on controversial 
issues. 


UFFALO LAKE 

Tontinued from page 13 

ip role of the Elder began to wane that we have 
!en standing still. It is time to once again 
tablish the Elder as a leader and seer in our 
mmunity. It is important that they give guid- 
lce to our young - and to our not-so-young,” he 
Ided. 

Blyan expressed his disappointment with the 
ck of attendance by elected councillors at the 
ders meeting. The only councillor to at- 
nd the two day conference was John Carifelle 
>m the Peavine Metis Settlement - himself an 
der. 

Slyan feels the poor attendance reflects a lack 
commitment. 

A year ago there was no money for an Elders 
rogram and we were told to wait,” explained 
yan. “We have waited, but still there is no 
Jney. It is imperative that some is found. We 
lust include our senior members in discussions 



ARE YOU PLANNING 
TO BUILD? 
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LET’S DESIGN TOGETHER ! 


and decision making - they have the wisdom and 
the experience and now they must regain the 
respect they once had in the community. We will 
encourage everyone we can to attend the annual 
meeting in Paddle Prairie and make it clear that 
we want our Elders to be involved.” 

Lucien Shot, an “almost 89 years old” retired 
cattleman and the longest residing member of 
Buffalo Lake, summed it up nicely. 

“The timber is no longer in abundance; trap¬ 
ping is no longer able to sustain our needs; the 
fishing is poor and economic development is 
almost at a standstill. Our children no longer 
listen to us - they look for a future that will not 
come without remembering some of the past. If 
we are to keep our identity and if we are to grow 
and remain strong, then the Elders must be able 
to take an active part in the community. We are 
getting old— but we have seen much and can 
make worthwhile contributions.” 

Elders are encouraged to contact Buffalo Lake 
at 689-3981 for further information on attending 
the annual meeting in June. 
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has helped preserve the history, language 
and culture of our people. 

Chief Ralph Carribou, Council of 

Athias • 
ihmb m 

CREE NATION 


Mathias Colomb Cree Nation 
Pukatawagan, MB 
ROB1GO 

Tel. (204) 553-2090 Fax. (204) 553-2419 


We an pleased to Join in tjour special tribute to Eiders 

ALBERTA WILBERT 
SALES LTD. 

WATER SYSTEMS 



447-2222 


• SEPTIC TANKS • HOLDING TANKS 

• WATER CISTERNS • GARAGE SUMPS 

• POLY & FIBERGLASS TANKS 

• EFFLUENT PUMPS 

• CISTERN PUMPS 

• PARKING CURBS I 

• AND A COMPLETE SUPPLY 

OF ACCESSORIES 


16910-129 AVE. NW. EDMONTON 




























May, 1994 Alberta Native New 


A&R EQUIPMENT RENTALS Ltd. 

RENTALS. SALES. SERVICE 


HOME OWNERS ^ 

STtHL- RENTALS • SALES • SERVICE 

• GENERATORS • HOISTS • LOADERS 
(TEzdPfe • HEATERS & FANS • LAWN S GARDEN EQUIPMENT 

-, M0V|NG equipment • POST HOLE AUGERS 

(filHusovama • POWER TOOLS S PUMPS • CONCRETE DRILLS SCHIPPERS 
• AIR COMPRESSORS • COMPACTION EQUIPMENT 

UN 1 KAL> 1 Uno 

-SS5\ WHY BUY IT? RENT FOR LESS! ^7 

Y S m 1962-42981 9 

4>- 65 SOUTH AVENUE, SPRUCE GROVE, ALBERTA 

zM 


<We take this opportunity to solute the (Eiders, 
for their strength and great wisdom. 

cfhanh you Jor the numerous contributions you have made. 
<We wish you many more years of health and happiness 
from 


COOP' 


St. Isidore Co-op 

(403) 624-3121 Fax (403) 624-4418 

St. Isidore, Alberta 


On behalf of the Hamlet Council and people of 

Sanikiluaq 

In appreciation of our Elders. They protected our heritage 
so that our spirit could flourish 


Hamlet of Sanikiluaq 

General Delivery 
Sanikiluaq, 

Northwest Territories XOA 0W0 
Telephone (819) 266-8874 
Fax (819) 266-8903 



COMM1 

MONTHLY 1 

SPECIAL „_ 

JUNE 17, 1994 \ 
FREE ? 

$1000 4 - 

GAME 4 

$3,400 00 * 

TOTAL 

BONANZA 

( BINGO 

1 JOIN THE 

WINNER'S CIRCLE 

C 4206 - 49 Street 
^ Westaskiwin, AB 

A 352-8100 

Evenings: Doors Open 4:30 p.m. Early Bird 6:45 p.m. Regular Games 7:30 pjri 

Sunday Afternoons: Doors Open 11:30 a.m. Early Bird 12:45 p.m. Regular Games 1:30 p.m 

Sunday Afternoons & 

Evenings: 



Highway 2A 

4» 

$500 BONUS GAME—FREE 
Late Night Fridays- 


52J, Railway Tracks. - f 


play from 10:00 p.m. till Midnight 

1/2 PRICE CARDS 

•Baby Sitting Available 
• Security Guards on Premises 


.j COMMUNITY BINGO f 

_1; 

F -» -» 49 Street 4- 4- * 



We salute Alberta's Native Elders for their great 
strength and wisdom — May the Creator bless them 
in their efforts to preserve traditions 



HARDWARE & GARDEN 

(CANADA) LTD. 


Two locations 
in 

North - Edmonton! - South 

13410 St. Albert Trail 4210 Calgary Trail North 


More of Everything j 













































